B} FooD secumiTY

Boost technology
and efficiency

THERE is a growing misconcepiion
that self-suificlency in food com-
modities can guaraniee a nation's
food security. While food self-suf-
ficiency can be desirable sinee it can
isolate a nation from external
shocks, such as global supply and
price wolatility, concentrating on
self-sulficlency alone may not be a
good strategy (o ensure that food Is
secured,

The reason is pretty obvious, Food
security, as defined in the 1996 Food
Summit report, 1s the sitaation where
“all people, at all times, have physical
and economic access to sufflclent,
safeand nutritious food to mdet their
dietary needs and food preferences
for an active and healthy life®,

On the other hand, food s&f-suf-
ficlency Is the abllity to meet na-
tigral consumption, particulady for
stapie food crops, from a country’™s
o production rather than import-
ing. A nation need not be self-suf-
fictent to be food secured, so long as
it can afford to import (o meet the
demand for food.

This argument is consistent with
macrocconomic data. There is a

* strong correlatlon between a na-

thon's income and food security.
Countries with high gross domes-
the product per caplta are found 1o be
very food secured. A good example is
Singapore, This ks a small island na-
thon with Hmited arable land for agri-
culture, but 5 one of the highest
ranked countrles In the world in
terms of food security. The anmual
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GDP per caplta for Singapore at con-
stant prices last year is around
US851,000 (RM203400), which is al-
soone of the world's highest.

If we investigate further o sec the
relationship between self-sufficien-
cy and food security, we will Tind
that the top 25 per cent of countries
im rermis of food security are mostly
not self-sufficient in calorific food
production.

This list excludes a few countries,
such as the United States, Canada,
Australia and Mew Zealand, which
are both highly food sccured and
self-sufficient at the same time,
However, countries with more than
100 per cent calorific self-suflicien-
oy, such as Argenting, did not make
the top 25 per cent list of mast food
secured nations,

These indbcane that policies almed
at increasing food security should
not only concentrale on Increasing
food production, but also on other
aspects that could help improve the
purchasing power of a natbon.

It is also cruclal to realise that an
increase in food production will only
help o improve food security i is
done through Increasing technalogy
and efliciency, mather than Intensi-
fying agriculture by increasing land
area.
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