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Chinese education in Malaysia began in the early 19th century. Since then, Chinese
education has been an integral part of the Chinese community in Malaysia. It
transmits the language and culture and therefore plays a vital role in the Chinese
community. The Chinese community were of the utmost concerned about the
development of their mother tongue education. From the establishment of Chinese
education up till now, it has all along gone through many obstacles and setback until
what it has been preserved today. During this period, whatever hardships that the
Chinese education went through have become the inspiration of writing for
Malaysian writers in Chinese. Since early 19" century, Chinese who came to Malaya
as teachers used to write fictions based on local educational issues, together with
their own observations and experiences. They had created a significant number of
works that reflected the problems encountered by the Chinese education. After
independence, in order to preserve the mother-tongue education, the writers created
many works that further reflected the voice of the Chinese community i.e. the
struggles, hardships and their pains. The writings were likening to perpetuate the
Chinese culture. Mahua fictions further emphasized the points above. This study
analyses the issues of Chinese education in the fictions in order to understand the
social and cultural problems faced by the community.

The period of this study started from 1934-1999, through the analysis of the subject
content of these fictions, the Chinese education issues in the Mahua fictions in the
20th century are studied. This thesis consists of five chapters. The first chapter is the
introduction; the second chapter outlines an overview of the writing of educational
issues in Mahua fictions. The following third and fourth chapters reveal the objective



and subjective factors that closely related to the Chinese education in Mahua
literature. The fifth chapter is the conclusion of the thesis.

The study found that the problem of education in the 20th century seen in Mahua
fiction prevail that the relationship between Chinese education and Chinese literature
are inseparable and closely related one to another. The problems of Chinese
education in Malaysia are clearly reflected in Mahua fictions with themes of
educational issues, and it seems to be a microcosm of the development of Chinese
education in Malaysia.

Keywords: Chinese Education, Educational Issues, Chinese Educational Sentiment,
Mahua Writers
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November 2013

Pengerusi: Chong Fah Hing, PhD

Fakulti : Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Pendidikan Cina di Malaysia bermula pada awal abad ke-19. Semenjak itu,
pendidikan Cina merupakan tunjang kepada masyarakat Cina di Malaysia dalam
mewarisi bahasa dan kebudayaan Cina. Oleh itu, kaum Cina sentiasa mengambil
berat dan memberi tumpuan kepada perkembangan pendidikan bahasa Cina. Sejak
kewujudan pendidikan Cina di negara kita, perkembangan pendidikan Cina telah
melalui pelbagai liku dan rintangan. Dalam proses memelihara kesinambungan
pendidikan Cina, keperitan dan pengalaman semasa memperjuangkan perkembangan
pendidikan Cina telah menjadi inspirasi penulisan bagi penulis-penulis Mahua. Sejak
awal abad ke-19, orang China yang datang bekerja sebagai guru, telah menggarap
tema isu-isu pedidikan melalui pemerhatian dan pengalaman mereka. Selepas
kemerdekaan, perkembangan pendidikan Cina menghadapi rintangan yang semakin
genting. Dalam usaha mempertahankan pendidikan bahasa ibunda, penulis Mahua
telah menghasilkan banyak karya yang mencerminkan pendapat dan suara
masyarakat Cina, termasuklah kesulitan dan keperitan dalam menperjuangkan
kesinambungan pendidikan Cina. Penghasilan karya-karya sastera telah menjadi
salah satu cara masyarakat Cina meneruskan warisan kebudayaan Cina serta kaedah
untuk memahami masalah sosial dan kebudayaan komuniti ini. Disertasi ini
bertujuan untuk mengkaji isu-isu pendidikan Cina dalam fiksyen Mahua serta
memahami masalah sosial dan kebudayaan yang dihadapi oleh komuniti Cina.

Tesis ini menganalisis kandungan fiksyen Mahua yang bertemakan isu-isu
pendidikan dari tahun 1934 hingga 1999. Tesis ini terdiri daripada lima bab. Bab
pertama ialah bab Pengenalan, bab kedua menggariskan tahap-tahap fiksyen Mahua
bertemakan isu-isu pendidikan. Bab ketiga dan keempat mendedahkan faktor-faktor
objektif dan subjektif yang membawa kesan kepada pendidikan Cina dalam fiksyen
Mahua. Bab kelima ialah kesimpulan tesis.



Kajian ini mendapati bahawa penulisan fiksyen yang bertemakan isu-isu pendidikan
ini mempunyai hubungan yang erat antara pendidikan Cina dan kesusasteraan Mahua
abad ke-20. Ini bermakna fiksyen-fiksyen Mahua bertemakan isu-isu pendidikan
mencerminkan masalah-masalah pendidikan Cina sepenuhnya di Malaysia dan ia
boleh dilihat sebagai cerminan sejarah pendidikan Cina di Malaysia.

Kata-kata Kunci : Pendidikan Cina, Isu-isu pendidikan, Sentimen Pendidikan Cina,
Penulis-penulis Mahua
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