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Expect aftershocks, says expert

KUALA LUMPUR: “Expect a bigger
one after this or it might go un-
noticed,” said Universiti Putra
Malaysia Chemical and Environ-
ment Engineering Professor Dr
Fakhrul Razi Ahmadun when com-
menting on the 5.9-magnitude
earthquake that struck Ranau in
Sabah on Friday.

“Sabah folk can expect after-
shocks in Ranau and nearby areas in
the next few hours or days.

“They could be bigger than the .

5.9-magnitude quake that hit the
district yesterday (Friday) or smaller
ones that might go unnoticed.

“We do not know how they are
going to be.

“There are aftershocks after an
earthquake; some big, some small.

“No one, not even the agencies
involved, can predict how big or
small an earthquake is going to be.

“However, trends show that earth-
quake epicentres are getting closer
to Malaysia,” he told the New Sunday
Times yesterday.

Sabah sees its fair share of earth-
quakes, as the state is near the Sulu
Sea, the Philippines and Indonesia,
which are active earthquake areas
along the Ring of Fire.

The first earthquake that h1t
Sabah on Friday morning was the
largest in the state so far.

Fakhrul said in 1976, a 5.8-mag-
nitude earthquake hit Lahad Datu.

“Till today, the effects of that

Professor Dr Fakhrul Razi
Ahmadun says trends show that
quake epicentres are getting closer
to the country

earthquake can be seen in some
parts of Lahad Datu.

“The Lahad Datu earthquake, at .

the time, was considered the biggest
to have hit Malaysia.”

The Ring of Fire is an area in the
basin of the Pacific Ocean, where a
large number of earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions occur.. .

Stretching 40,000km in the shape
of a horseshoe, it has a nearly con-
tinuous series of oceanic trenches,
volcanic arcs and volcanic belts, and
sees plate movements.

The Ring of Fire has 452 volcanoes
and is home to more than 75 per cent
of the world’s volcanoes. It is some-

times called the circum-Pacific belt.

Some 90 per cent of earthquakes
and 81 per cent of the world’s largest
earthquakes occur along the Ring of
Fire.

The second most seismically ac-
tive region — where between five
and six per cent of earthquakes and
17 per cent of the world’s largest

- -earthquakes occur — is the Alpide

belt, which extends from Java to
Sumatra through the Himalayas, the
Mediterranean and out the Atlantic.

The Mid-Atlantic Ridge is the

third most prominent earthquake

belt.

Fakhrul said a big earthquake in
Sumatra could trigger an aftershock
of a similar scale in Malaysia.

“Therefore, it isimportant that the
authorities monitor active fault:
lines.

“Another important thing is the
nation’s preparedness in handling
earthquakes.

“Malaysians must know that we
cannot rely on agencies when a dis-
aster happens, as the personnel
need to be in other places to render
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He said community-based pro-
grammes must be outlined to help
the public prepare for natural dis-
asters.

“Look at what happened in Ke-
lantan during the floods last year.

“That is a lesson we should learn
in preparation for any eventuality.”



