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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia
in fulfillment of the requirement for the degree Master of Arts

PLACE-BASED PRACTICES IN SARAWAK LITERATURE IN CHINESE

By
BONG JOO PING

January 2013

Chairman : Chong Fah Hing, PhD

Faculty : Modern Languages and Communication

Sarawak Literature in Chinese is well known for its unique cultural landscape, its
conscious attention to issues of writing, and the place-based practices of its major
authors. These include the earlier generation of Wu An, Tian Si and Liang Fang, all
famous for their depictions of nature and indigenous culture as well as the more
contemporary rainforest imagination of authors like Zhang Guixing and the Borneo
Memoirs of Li Yongping. This research attempts to situate the place-based practices of
Sarawak Literature in Chinese within debates on issues of the "local" and "global
issues. At the same time, it attempts to explore the predominant image(s) and motifs of
Sarawak Literature in Chinese. This research focuses on two main issues. Firstly, how
the content of place-based practice is shown in Sarawak Literature in Chinese. Secondly,
how such place-based practice responds to the dominant trends of globalization. Place-
based practice for Sarawak Literature in Chinese is demonstrated through twelve facets.

The imagination of the rainforest, details of hunting experiences, pastoral life,



Sarawak’s landscape and exotic rainforest delicacies have made Sarawak Literature in
Chinese unique. Local chronicles, biographies of major local figures, reflections on
local history, thoughts on native customs and cultural interracial relations reveal
Sarawak Literature in Chinese as a place-based practice. Furthermore, environmental
issues and nature writing also closely related and respond to the threat and crises of
globalization. The heterogeneity of place-based practices in Sarawak Literature in
Chinese, regardless of the genre or the nature of the text, has a garnered much critical

attention beyond regional borders.

Keywords: Sarawak Literature in Chinese, Place-based practice, Writing Borneo, Sense

of place, Local knowledge, Nature-oriented Literature
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PRAKTIS BUDAYA LOKAL DALAM SASTERA CINA SARAWAK
Oleh
BONG JOO PING

Januari 2013

Pengerusi : Chong Fah Hing, PhD

Fakulti : Fakulti Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Sastera Cina Sarawak (SCSk) sejak zaman Wu An, Tian Si dan Liang Fang telah
terkenal dengan penulisan environmental (environmental writing), nilai-nilai humanis
dan keprihantinan terhadap kehidupan warga lokal orang asli. Kini, SCSk berjaya
menarik perhatian khalayak antarabangsa melalui imaginasi terhadap hutan tropika
khatulistiwa dengan sentuhan Zhang Guixing dan penulisan nostalgia Borneo oleh Li
Yongping. Kesemua ini telah menonjolkan muatan budaya SCSk yang unik, kesedaran
lokal pada penulis dan praktis budaya lokal penulisnya. Disertasi ini cuba
membincangkan amalan penulisan budaya lokal dalam SCSKk, yang berkait rapat dengan
isu-isu “lokal” dan “globalisasi”, dan pada masa yang sama cuba menyingkap wajah
SCSk yang autentik. Fokus disertasi ini terbahagi kepada dua, iaitu bagaimana isi
kandungan SCSk memaparkan ciri-ciri amalan budaya lokal, dan keduanya ialah
bagaimana amalan budaya lokal berespons terhadap wacana globalisasi. Isi kandungan

SCSk yang memaparkan ciri-ciri amalan penulisan budaya lokal boleh terbahagi kepada
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12 kategori. Antaranya, imaginasi hutan hujan tropika, penulisan pengalaman memburu,
kehidupan pastoral dan nukilan tentang pemandangan dan resipi hutan hujan tropika
Sarawak menjadi keunikan SCSk. Selain itu, penulisan sejarah lokal, tokoh-tokoh
tempatan, penilaian semula sejarah lokal, budaya pelbagai bangsa dan perasaan kasih
dan muhibbah terhadap kaum asli telah memaparkan amalan penulisan budaya lokal
dalam SCSk. Penulisan isu-isu alam sekitar dan cara perlindungannya juga berkait rapat
dengan isu global tentang perlindungan alam sekitar. SCSk, tanpa mengira genre
ataupun bentuk karya yang dihasilkan telah memaparkan kepelbagaian bentuk praktis
budaya lokal. Ini telah menarik perhatian sarjana dan penggiat sastera di dalam dan di

luar negara untuk mengenali dan mendalami aliran sastera tersebut.

Kata Kunci: Sastera Cina Sarawak, Praktis Budaya Lokal, Naratif Borneo, Perasaan

Setempat, IImu Lokal, Kesusasteraan environmental
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