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I ] ]NITED States ambassador
Joseph Y. Yun should apol-
ogise and retract his remarks

‘relating to the retention of the Sedi-

tion Act 1948.

Universiti Putra Malaysia (politics
and government) Professor Dr
Jayum Jawan said Yun’s remarks
were out of line and unjustified.

“As the US ambassador to
Malaysia, he should respect our
country as a host and not criticise it

+publicly. It is rude.”

The envoy, in an interview with an
online news portal on Saturday, said
the US was puzzled with Malaysia’s
decision to retain the act.

“If he has any queries or dissat-
isfaction, he can contact the
Malaysian government instead of
making remarks to the media, es-
pecially to pro-opposition media.

“He should know better as a diplo-
mat. This shows immaturity on his

* part as an ambassador, who is nav-

igating the biggest embassy in
Southeast Asia,” said Jayum, who is
the National Council of Professors
(Politics, Security and International

Affairs Cluster) deputy head.

He said Yun should explain him-

self “as he has embarrassed our
country”.

Professor Datuk Abdul Halim
Sidek of Universiti Kelantan
Malaysia, meanwhile, said Yun had
intervened in Malaysia’s internal af-
fairs, “which has nothing to do with
him nor his country”.

“As an outsider, this is undiplo-
matic. We don’t comment about
their (US) policies because we re-
spect them as a nation and our coun-
terpart.

“No country can tell us what to do
in running our democratic indepen-
dent and sovereign state.”

Halim said in the-spirit of the

. United Nations, no countries should

be allowed to make unwanted state-
ments about other nations.

He said Foreign Affairs Minister
Datuk Seri Anifah Aman summon-
ing Yun to explain the US’ position
on the matter as “right as Yun vi-
olated the diplomatic relationship
between the two countries”.

“Ifhe doesn’t like it, he can discuss
the matter and get information from
the Malaysian government through
proper channels rather than com-
menting about it.”

Universiti Sains Malaysia’s Facul-
ty of Social Sciences deputy dean
Associate Professor Dr Sivamurugan
Pandian agreed with Halim, saying
Yun should have met the govern-
ment to understand its decision.

He suggested Wisma Putra hold
briefings for diplomats or represen-
tatives. '

“The briefings are important to
ensure that the issue is not manip-
ulated by parties out to tarnish the
image of Malaysia.”




