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Urban trees provide multitude of tangible and intangible services, which include
provisionary, regulatory, cultural and support services to the community. Urban trees
are important in reducing the environmental quality impacts such as air pollution.
Unfortunately, to set a monetary value on these said services is challenging to say the
least. Thus, there is a lack of economic benefits of urban trees study in Malaysia.
Ignorance of such monetary value is unintentional and mainly due to lack of
awareness and the absence of monetary value of the services itself. Hence, the
quality of these urban trees degrades over time as no one appreciates its monetary
value. In light of this situation, a study was initiated to determine the economic
benefits of urban trees that have been planted surrounding the Tasik Perdana (TP)
area. TP is selected to be the study site not just because it is the oldest green park
(urban park) and a famous recreation place as recommended by the tourism industry,
but also to value the economic benefit of its urban trees. Local government is willing
to spend about RM 5.6 million to manage and maintain urban green especially the
urban trees. It is clear that local government attaches the importance of these urban

trees. However, there is no proof or study to define the value of urban tress in this



park. To value the economic benefit of the urban trees, a total of 313 respondents
were interviewed in the TP area using the contingent valuation method (CVM). The
payment vehicle used in the study was an additional fund for preserving the urban
trees in TP. The objective of this study is to elicit willingness to pay (WTP) for urban
trees conservation. The WTP represents the willingness of a person to pay in
monetary terms to secure and sustain these urban trees. Seven bid prices were used
and distributed to respondents — RM 1.00, RM 5.00, RM 10.00, RM 15.00, RM
20.00, RM 25.00 and RM 30.00. Logit and linear regression models were applied to

predict the maximum, mean, and median WTP.
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Pokok bandar menyediakan pelbagai perkhidmatan yang ketara dan tidak ketara,
termasuk sementara, kawalan, budaya, dan sokongan perkhidmatan kepada
masyarakat. Pokok bandar adalah penting bagi mengurangkan kesan kualiti alam
sekitar seperti pencemaran udara. Malangnya, penetapan nilai monetari pada
perkhidmatan yang dinyatakan agar mencabar. Oleh itu, kekurangan kajian di atas
penilaian ekonomi pokok bandar di Malaysia. Pengabaian nilai monetari ini
disebabkan kekurangan kesedaran di kalang masyarakat dan tiada nilai wujub di
perkhidmatan tersebut. Kualiti pokok-pokok bandar merosot dari masa ke masa
disebabkan tiada orang menghargai nilai pokok bandar tersebut. Memandangkan
keadaan ini, satu kajian telah dikajikan untuk menentukan nilai ekonomi pokok
bandar di sekitar kawasan Tasik Perdana (TP). TP dipilih menjadi tapak kajian bukan
kerana TP adalah taman hijau (taman bandar) tertua dan tempat rekreasi yang
terkenal dicadangkan oleh industri pelancongan, tetapi untuk menilai nilai ekonomi
pokok bandar. Kerajaan tempatan sanggup membelanjakan sekira-kira RM 5.6 juta
untuk mengurus dan mengekal bandar hijau terutamanya pokok bandar. Hal ini jelas

dilihat bahawa kerajaan tempatan menumpuh perhatian pada kepentingan pokok



bandar. Walau bagaimanapun, tidak ada bukti atau kajian untuk menentukan nilai
pokok bandar ini. Untuk menentukan nilai ekonomi pokok bandar, sebanyak 313
responden telah ditemubual di TP menggunakan kaedah penilaian kontingen (CVM).
Kaedah Pembayaran (payment vehicle) yang di dalam kajian ini adalah tabung
tambahan untuk pemuliharaan pokok bandar di TP. Objektif kajian ini adalah
menentukan nilai kesanggupan membayar (WTP) pada pokok bandar. WTP
mewakili kesanggupan seseorang untuk membayar (dari segi kewangan) untuk
menjaminkan dan mengekalkan pokok-pokok bandar. Tujuh harga bida telah
digunakan dan diedarkan kepada responden terdiri pada RM 1, RM 5, RM 10, RM
15, RM 20, RM 25 dan RM 30. Kaedah OLS (Ordinary Least Square) dan Logit

digunakan meramalkan maksimum WTP, min WTP, and median WTP.
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