Teachers’ attitudes toward integrating internet technology in English language classes

ABSTRACT

Today, integrating computer and internet technology in classrooms has had a great influence
on educational environments. Based on presence of information technology in the education
system of Malaysia, the present study was designed to explore the attitudes of Malaysian
English as a second language (ESL) teachers toward integrating the internet technology in
English language classes. In addition, it aimed to find out motivating and preventing factors
that led these teachers to use or not to use technology in their teaching process. Five
Malaysian ESL teachers were selected randomly to take part in the study. In order to get in-
depth information, a semi-structured interview was conducted. The analysis of data gathered
from interviewing with teachers revealed that Malaysian teachers showed positive attitudes
toward internet usage in general, but because of some reasons they utilized it rarely in their
teaching. Lack of internet access and computer facilities, insufficient computer skills, and
lack of time was reported as obstacles to integrate internet in the classrooms. These findings
suggested some implications for policy-makers to help teachers to integrate internet
technology in their classrooms.
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