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ABSTRACT 

Tourism industry has widened its scope from traditional tourism to a more sustainable one in 

the recent decades. Sustainable tourism, ecotourism or green tourism has been the latest 

jargon used by the industry to attract tourists to be more sustainable and enjoy their holiday in 

nature. If sustainable development refers to meeting the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, sustainable tourism 

would denote tourism which respect and conserve as well as not to harm biodiversity and 

socio-cultural balance. The greatest task to conserve the remaining biodiversity however may 

come down to some developing countries. They are now confronted with the real challenges 

to create sustainable community while coping with their rapid economic growth. Malaysia for 

instance has gazetted several national parks but those areas are exposed to illegal loggings 

and deforestation which will have great impact on its biodiversity. The remaining forests in 

Malaysia should be considered as a protected area as it plays a vital role in achieving specific 

conservation objectives. They are the sources of water supply, forest produce for human and 

animals as well as for recreational purposes and sustainable tourism activities. For that matter, 

under the National Physical Plan (NPP) of 2006, the protected areas shall include all gazetted 

national and state parks, wildlife reserve or sanctuaries, marine parks, protected forests and 

other areas designated for statutory protection. It is the intention of this paper to highlight the 

legislations designed for conservation, management and planning of Taman Negara, the 

premier national park of Malaysia. The study concludes that the management and planning 

activities in the national park must be integrated through effective legal framework in order to 

ensure a proper and systematic usage of the biodiversity and for more successful sustainable 

tourism activities. 
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