
" For the modem

audience, the old

theme is a bit simple
and outdated. So we
transformed it and

added symphonic­
style elements, while
retaining the original
tempo and rhythm

THE older geheration may be
more familiar with the clas­
sic folk melody from the Shaw
Bros film Love Etemel, but for
Dama Orchestra composers
Loo Fung Chiat, 38, and Loo
Fung Ying, 36, a more modem
touch was considered essential
for contemporary audiences.
And so, the two sisters took

the main theme from the 1963
film and arranged around it
for Butterfly Lovers, Dama Or­
chestra's musical theatre adap­
tation of the story, which ran
from Oct 5 until Oct 20 at the
Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts
Centre (KLpac).

"For the modem audience, the
old theme is a bit simple and
outdated. So we transformed
it and added symphonic-style
elements, while retaining the
original tempo and rhythm,"
said Fung Chiat.

"Other pieces we did for the
performance, such as wedding
songs, overtures and the 'thun­
der' score, were original com­
positions.'

Butterfly Lovers was the first
musical production by Dama
Orchestra, among many other
concert performances ranging·
from shidaiqu (ChineseOldies)
folk songs to popular numbers.
An EasternRomeo& Juliet, the

epic tells the forbidden love
story between Uang Shanbo
and Zhu Yingtai during the Jin
Dynasty (265-420 A.D.).

In what is considered one of
the finest works of anCientChi­
nese folk literature; the star­
crossed lovers face the barri­
cades of social and hierarchical
prejudices, to be finally united

as husband and
wife.

To make the
transforma­
tion possible,
the music was
arranged and
composed from
popular huangmei
folk songs, which,
together with the
costumes and stage
design, have given
the performance a
modem flavour.

"The producers de­
cided to do this proj­
ect back in 2006, as
part of the Dama Or­
chestra's 20th anniver­
sary," said FungYing.

"In the story, the fe­
male lead is not allowed
to have an education,
but she still wants to. So
she disguises herself as male,
to trick her father into study­
ing medicine. Later on, she be-
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friends
the male lead and

falls in love."
However, her father has oth-

er plans for her back home,
in the form of an ar­
ranged marriage with a
wealthier young man.

"When the male lead
finds out, he becomes
depressed, falIs ill and
eventually dies. During
the wedding day, she
insists on visiting his
grave."

Having been with
Dama Orchestra since
2001, the sisters start­
ed out doing musical
arrangements and tran­
scriptions for Chinese
Golden Oldies produc­
tions, as well as World
Music.
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