UPM grad
school
makes
the grade

HE single most
pressing challenge a
business school
faces is to offer pro-

grammes which meet the’

needs of the market.

Globalisation and incid-
ents of corporate failure ex-
acerbated this challenge.

To address this issue, the
Graduate School of Manage-
ment, Universiti  Putra
Malaysia, constantly reviews
not only the curriculum of all
the programmes but also the
pedagogical techniques used

in conducting the courses.

Thus, the school has em-
barked on the prob-
lem-based learning ap-
proach to implement the stu-
dent centred learning
concept.

Problem-based learning
(PBL) is a curriculum devel-
opment and instructional
approach, which simultan-
eously develops  prob-
lem-solving strategies, dis-
ciplinary knowledge bases
and skills.

The focus is to involve stu-

ALL SMILES:
Students of the
Graduate School of
Management at
their convocation.

dents as problem-solvers
confronted with problems
which mirror real-world
problems and give them a
chance to define the prob-
lems and construct potential
solutions.

In this approach, problems
are treated as initial chal-
lenge and motivation for stu-

dents.

It is hoped that the stu-
dents will have a higher mo-
tivation to learn when they
feel they have a real stake in

their own learning. The
teacher shares control of the
classroom and the students
are allowed to explore, ex-
periment, and discover on

their own.
The students are not just
memorising  information,

but are allowed to work with
and use the information
alone or with peers.

The school also emphas-
ises on simulated manage-
ment exercises in selected
courses to contribute to-

wards moulding more ro-
bust and responsible corpor-
ate citizens to create think-
ing managers and leaders
who can contribute to the

betterment  of  global
growth.
For details, call: 03-

89483118, or on log on to:
http/gsm.upm.edu.my



