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Research endowment
Plantation firm provides funds for plantation management research

PI.ANfATION company United Malacca
Bhd has established an endowed
Chair in oil palm plantation manage­

ment at Universiti Putra Malaysia.
A memorandum of agreement between

United Malacca and UPM was signed last
Friday at the university by the United
Malacca chairman Tan Siok Choo, and
UPM vice-chancellor Datuk Dr Radin

Umar Radin Sohadi. Under the agreement,
United Malacca will provide an endow­
ment fund of RM2mil to fund the activities
of the Chair.

To be named the "United Malacca
Professorial Chair in Oil Palm Plantation
Management," the Chair will be set up in
the Faculty of Agriculture.

The professor appointed to the Chair will

conduct and oversee research and develop­
ment activities in oil palm plantation man­
agement.

In her speech, Tan said the aim in setting
up the Chair is to enable UPM to undertake
more extensive research in oil palm planta-
tion management. .

The university, she said, will also benefit
from having top researchers in palm oil,

which in turn will benefit the industry and
the Malaysian economy.

She said the company hopes to also
create greater awareness among young
Malaysians about the rapidly expanding
career opportunities in palm oil.

"Working in palm oil isn't limited to field
work in the plantations, it also involves cut­
ting-edge research and science," she said.


