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ABSTRACT 

Eight single locus microsatellite markers were developed to characterize the Malaysian giant 
freshwater prawn, Macrobrachium rosenbergii. These microsatellites were isolated from an 
enriched genomic library contained by using a 5′‐anchored polymerase chain reaction 
technique. Primers were designed to flank the repeat sequences and subsequently used to 
characterize 30 unrelated individuals of the giant freshwater prawn. The polymerase chain 
reaction amplification products of these eight microsatellite loci were polymorphic with the 
number of alleles ranging from two to 10 alleles per locus while the levels of heterozygosity 
ranged from 0.6333 to 0.8667. 
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