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PITALINC JAVA: The 30\·ffll.· 
mem mus, 1a,ckle rood tnfta1101l 
through :suuctural n-fo01'6 that 
1-ebakln<:t l\uld use and cut lropon 
dependence. say agrk ultural 
uperu. 

Univeniri Purra Malaysia 

faculty of Agriculture dean Prof 
Or l.OJ1 Teck Chwen S-1id 
MalS),"$.la's reliance on imported 
rood and farm inputs hM 14.'ft Ow 
counny "'strucrura Uy exposed· to 
global price shocks, exchange 
rote $\ ~ ;,lJld SU:PPI>• <:J\aln 
disruptions. 

'1mport de))l.'1)denc .. -e aces M a 
rransmis.'\lon channel for :Johal 

inflation, making: domestic food 
prices mOre vot.1til,e .ind le,$ pn:­
dictab}e; he said in an lmemew. 

Staples such .is rice a.nd wheal.. 
1oge1her with proteins 11.ke bee( 
munon and dairy. are especially 
vu.lnerabh: oocause self·sum­
cienc>' levels are low and imporu 
dotni.nt1te st•pplie:5,, he ;,dded. 

l'nputs .such as fertiliser. seed.~ 

and animal feed - mud\ of which 
.,re imPorted - .al,c) r.USt prOd~•c­
don Costll and amplif)• price pres­
sures along the villue ch.ii.L1. 

Proces...ed food tndusu1es that 
depend on impoiied ing;redie.nts 
Ince sum~r \10latUl1Y-

rrof Loh said a sustainable 
rt'$))()11Se to Ut0-1tion muse $l<1rt 
with rebalandn;: land use and 

production priorities. 
"Mu.la~'$ ogricuJlural wuc­

ture remains heavily focused on 
tixport-Orktnt~d commod.ilies, 
especially o il palm, which 
accounts for the largest sh.are of 
a;rlcuJturo.l ou.q>ut and ~n<t use," 
he said. 

> TURN TO PAGE 8 

Incentives, investments needed to boost local food production 
> FROM PAGE7 

"food production h<is btcn 
underdeveloped. t'Xll\rrlbudng to 
ongoing suppl)' shortfalls and a 
continued relbnoe on tmpons." 

Suppl)·-ch.ain resilience should 
ruse.> bt irn.p~d by divtl'$il')'iJq 
Import 50U.rc:es and bu1ldi~ stta♦ 
ll!gk reservt!S for kt!)' Slap!~ to 
avoki doinestk: prlict spfk@.'1;. 

Fnnner ince.nth.-es and income 
MMllllY :l.J'C equally important. 

·'Tar,«:e.e<S SUl>SldJes. price sup· 
pon mechanisms and better 
Utfrnstructure cru1 encow.-ge sus• 
tained donle:iticproductian. ~ Prof 
Loh said. adding Oial t!Xisli.ng 
rramework$ suet\ as 1he National 
Food Security Policy and ~~ood 
Polk:y need "more cll'ectivt ru,d 
coordinated implernentatioo.•. 

Ag:rkuJturnl l?(:Onondst Prof 
oaruk Dr Nasir Shamsudln said 
U\\'l'Stmen1 in food prodocrion 
$J'IOUld also be fudittd J'r/ ma1 

recurns. stCUJ1tY 3Jld SC:a.blllty. 
"1·0 ensure a stable supply of 

sate, qUi1lil)' rood -1t ;:tffordable 
pri,oe.'I;, we need an et'M)'Stem thal 
combine:; food policy, tochnol-0g>' 
and emrep)·tmeurshtp," he said. 

He called for more incentives 
so I.hat rt:tunl!I or, rOOd pr<>duc· 
tion would be comparable to 
crops such .is oil pabn, 

Prof Nas;lr said more l\indlng 
was needed for resea.rc:h, adop• 
lion and oommerc1a1 depk>,\rmerit 

ot m0der1, ll;McuJluro.1 S)'Sten'IS-
He said that food production 

$hOOld be dri \tt"ll by entrepre­
neurs who are able to openue on 
a commercial scalti .ind .adopt 
advanced technoklltY, 

Prof Nasir also said a~icuhure 
is mo.re e~ed to wC\11.her, pe,ts 
and market swi-rwi. making rl'l;k 
111anagetneJ1t and earl)·-waming 
S}'Sten\Scruclal. Prloe t'OOllltor1n,;. 
beuer forecasting. irrigation 
up;crades and Oood-mitllt;).tion 

1nb'a$1:rucrure art needed 10 <:ush· 
ion shocks. 

He said M;d<1)Wsh<M,dd co1llin• 
ue to leverage platfonns such as 
Che Ai;ean lnll'"ln.ted Food 
Security Fralll.ework and the 
Ase.in Plus Three Emt>rgency Rice 
Re$('J~ lO man;qC$uprly ri:'lks, 

"Withou1 s1nmura refonn. 
resilience ru1d n-,gjonal c.:~r.i­
don, Malaysia'$ food prlc~ wm 
remain at the mercy or global 
IYIArketS;" he S.'IJd. 


