
EMERGENCY LANE SAFETY 

Prioritise visibility, location, gradual speed 
red uction1 and safe distance, says exp,ert 
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red11ce 
checks. 

S1 e11forcement opera­
tions remain vital for 
road safety, great.er pre­
cautions are 11eeded to 
risks duri11g roadside 

Universiti P·utra Malays,iajs Pro­
fessor Dr l(u]a11thayan K.C. Mani 
said such ch.eeks should prioritis,e 
four l<ey facto,rs: visibility., loca-
tion~ gradual ,speed reduction and 
a safe distai1ce between vehi,cles. 

''Checks mt1st be C'Onducted in 
locatio11s that are safe for en­
fo1rc·ement ,officers and clearly 
visible to appro1aching vehicles. 
The sp,eed of oncoming traffic 
sl1ould be reduced gradually,, not 
abruptly, to allow ro,ad users to 
react early and lower the risk of 
crashes,-'' be told the1 

New Straits Times@ 
He was asl,ed to 

comment on a recent 
case where a motorcy­
clist ram1ned into a 
policema11 con,duct­
ing checks on a vehi­
cle on the emergency 
lane of the N,orth­
Sot1th Expressway. 

The motorcyclist 
was killed while the 
policeman was seri- 1 _ 

they were strictly for emergen­
cies and emergency vehicles. 

Road S,afety Expert Association 
(RSEA) founder and adviser 
Jamil Manan Supri said routine 
checks on emergency lanes were 
inherently uns,afe. 

He said enforcement should be 
relocated to controlled zones or 
conducted only with rob1ust traf­
fic managem1ent meas11res. 

''Emergency lanes serve as for­
giving zot1es for vehicle breal<­
downsj medical emergencies,, or 
evasive manoe11vres, not for rou­
tine e11forcen1ent activity.'~ 

''UsiI1gthese lanes for police in­
spectio1ns intr'odt1ces, significant 
risl< due to high-speed traffic, 
limited Iateralprot1ection and low 
driver expecta.ncy, parti,cularly 
for motorcycles. 

'(P1ersom1el standing o·utsideve­
hicles in this e11vironment are 

among the highest­
risk roadside worl<ers 
globally." 

Jamil added that 
emergency lanes 

, must b1e treated as 
sterile safety ,spa.ce.sj 
consiste11t with the 
s, a f e ,s y s t e m a p­
proach, which prior·i­
tises minimising ex­
posure to human er-­
r 0 1 r in high-speed 
traffic environments. 

ously injured. Dr Kulanthayan Tl1e recent incident., 
he s,aid, sho1.1ld be I<1tlanthayan, a pro- K,C. Ma1ii 

fessor in the Comm•1-
nity Health Department atUPM's 
Fact1mry of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, said unplanned ro1ad­
side checks w,ere still i1nportant. 

''These ,are carried out when en­
forcement offic1ers s,usp,ect a ve­
hicle is t1nsafie or notice u11ust1al 
driver behavio11r. The aim is to 
protec·t both the driver or rider 
and other road users.,:,' he said. 

However he acknowledged 
that collision risks, especially on 
highways with Limited space., 
could not be eliminatedr 

''On higl1ways., checl<s are often 
]imited to the emergency lane. 
Using this Jane, for enforce,me11t 
increases the risk of collisions_. 
particularly with motorcycles." 

He added that early alerts,, high 
visibility, proper signage and 
warnjng signals were c1ucial to 
give drive.rs tinrie to respond. 

He also reminded roa,d -users to 
keep emerg,ency lanes clear, as 

tr·eated as a system-
1 eve l learning opportunity., 
p,ro1npting alignmentberween e11-
forcement practices and contem­
porary highway safety principles. 

''Incidents like this are best tm­
de rstood no1t purely as oper,a­
tional mistakes, but as signals that 
p,rocedures, have not ful]y adapted 
to1 modern traffic risk llievels.-'' 

Jamil said RSEA recammende,d 
thiat routine enforcement should 
be relocated to controlled, low­
ris,k zones su,ch asl toll plazas, rest 
areas or desig11ated lay~bys, with 
main carriageway stops llmite,d 
to immediate safety threats or 
crash respon,s,e. 

Any um1avoidable roadside stop 
must be protected by an up­
stream shadow vehicle eq11jpped 
with high-intensity lights, warn­
ing devices a11d co11es to cr·eate a 
p,hysical safety bttffer:, with con­
figurations based on traffic speed 
and visibility. 


