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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfilment
of the requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

MIAO QUANSUN AND EPIGRAPH APPRECIATION AND COLLECTION
CULTURE IN THE LATE QING DYNASTY

By

HAO CHANGNING

May 2024
Chairman : Ser Wue Hiong, PhD
Faculty :  Modern Language and Communication

During the late Qing dynasty, the culture of epigraph appreciation and collection was
characterized by wide participation, diverse research outcomes, and a flourishing
epigraph market. This era witnessed an unprecedented accumulation of epigraphic
artifacts. Among the notable collectors, Miao Quansun stands out as the most
prominent figure. Investigating Miao Quansun’s epigraph-related activities not only
fills gaps in the study of his contributions to epigraphy but also provides a broader
view of the late Qing epigraph culture. This research comprehensively collects Miao
Quansun’s epigraphic literature from his works, diaries, letters, and writings, aiming
to portray various facets of late Qing epigraph appreciation and collection centered
around him. The study reveals that Miao Quansun was a leading figure in the field of
epigraphy, excelling in the search, recording, and dissemination of epigraphic artifacts.
His methods of collection were diverse, his categories comprehensive, and his
organization systematic. While inheriting traditional philological methods, Miao also
developed unique principles for appreciation and collection, enriching the theoretical

framework of epigraphy and pioneering new avenues for its study. This research



delves into Miao Quansun’s mentorship and social network, interactions with
grassroots epigraph assistants, and active participation in the epigraph market.
Additionally, it explores the influence of his epigraph appreciation and collection
activities on his calligraphy and literary works, reflecting his artistic values. Through
a multifaceted exploration of Miao Quansun’s activities in epigraph appreciation and
collection, the study establishes his significant role in the inheritance and development
of late Qing epigraph culture, revealing the flourishing state of epigraph appreciation

and collection during this period.

Keywords: Miao Quansun, Late Qing Dynasty, Epigraph Appreciation and
Collection, Epigraph Culture

SDG: GOAL 4: Quality Education



Abstrak tesis yang dikemukakan kepada Senat Universiti Putra Malaysia sebagai
memenuhi keperluan untuk ijazah Doktor Falsafah

MIAO QUANSUN DAN BUDAYA APRESIASI SERTA
PENGUMPULAN EPIGRAF PADA PENGHUJUNG DINASTI QING

Oleh

HAO CHANGNING

Mei 2024
Pengerusi : Ser Wue Hiong, PhD
Fakulti . Bahasa Moden dan Komunikasi

Pada penghujung Dinasti Qing, budaya apresiasi dan pengumpulan epigraf mendapat
penglibatan yang luas dari khalayak ramai, hasil penyelidikan yang diversiti dan
pasaran epigraf yang berkembang pesat. Budaya ini telah mencapai tahap baharu pada
era tersebut dan Miao Quansun merupakan antara pengumpul epigraf yang terkenal.
Kajian terhadap penglibatan Miao Quansun dalam pengumpulan epigraf bukan sahaja
dapat mengisi kekosongan dalam penyelidikan mengenai kajian epigrafi oleh Miao,
tetapi juga dapat memberi gambaran mengenai budaya epigraf pada penghujung
Dinasti Qing. Kajian ini dijalankan secara komprehensif untuk mengumpul karya,
diari, surat dan wacana Miao Quansun yang berkaitan dengan epigrafi bagi
menghuraikan apresiasi dan pengumpulan epigraf yang berpusatkan beliau pada era
berkenaan. Kajian ini memaparkan bahawa Miao Quansun merupakan seorang tokoh
terkemuka dalam bidang epigrafi, sama ada dalam pencarian, pencatatan dan
penyebarannya tentang artifak epigrafi. Miao juga mempunyai kaedah pengumpulan
epigraf yang luas, kategori koleksi yang menyeluruh dan cara penyusunan epigraf yang

sistematik. Selain meneruskan kaedah kajian filologi yang tradisional, Miao Quansun
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juga mempunyai prinsip pengumpulan yang tersendiri. Ini bukan sahaja
memperkayakan kerangka teori epigrafi tetapi juga merintis jalan baru untuk
penyelidikan epigrafi. Kajian ini meneliti akitiviti-aktiviti apresiasi dan pengumpulan
epigraf Miao Quansun untuk menegaskan peranannya dalam warisan dan
perkembangan budaya epigraf serta mendedahkan kemakmuran budaya apresiasi dan

pengumpulan epigraf pada penghujung Dinasti Qing.

Kata Kunci: Miao Quansun, Penghujung Dinasti Qing, Apresiasi dan Pengumpulan
Epigraf, Budaya Epigraf
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