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Abstract of thesis presented to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia in fulfilment
of the requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
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By

ALKHAFAJI SAMIR ABDULHASAN JASIM

August 2024

Chairman : Professor Mohd Azidan bin Abdul Jabar, PhD

Faculty : Modern Languages and Communication

The 2017 Gulf Crisis, where Saudi Arabiya and its allies severed all diplomatic ties
and imposed a complete blockade on Qatar. Media has also played the greatest role in
flaming the crisis and mobilizing public perception. Despite the significance of media
to frame the discourse of international conflicts, no attention has been given to the way
certain stylistic strategies are used by Al Arabiya and Al Jazeera in the coverage of the
Gulf Crisis. The lack of research leaves a gap in the way to a full understanding of
how language elaborates narratives and encodes ideological positions in the regional

media landscaped.

This study investigates how the 2017 Gulf Crisis was represented in online news
articles by Al Arabiya and Al Jazeera, focusing on the linguistic strategies used to
encode ideologies. The objectives are to identify the stylistic strategies used by Al
Arabiya and Al Jazeera in representing the Gulf Crisis 2017 and to discuss their

ideological implications. The study uses a qualitative approach, analyzing news



articles from both platforms’ English versions, to uncover embedded ideologies and

stylistic strategies.

The analysis shows that various strategies both media adopt to coincide with their
geopolitical positionings. Al Arabiya narrative often uses charged words, ambiguous
quantifiers, nominalizations, and noun phrases casting Qatar in negative light for
alleged terrorism support and for causing regional turmoil. Transitivity used to present
Saudi-led bloc as proactive actors fighting against extremism, while Qatar was
portrayed passively receiving action and accusation. Equating and contrasting were
used in the creation of a binary opposition between the “righteous” Saudi-led bloc and
the “destabilizing” forces associated with Qatar. Exemplifying and enumerating used
to count the purported transgressions of Qatar, augmenting the perceived threat. By
contrast, Al Jazeera framed Qatar as a victim of unjust aggression by using emotional
language, precise quantification, and metaphors and complex noun phrases to
humanize the impact of the blockade. Transitivity choices showed Qatar as being
targeted in an unfair way, while equating and contrasting showed extreme severity of
the blockade. Exemplifying and enumeration were used to describe socio-economic
and human rights impacts on people. The ideological implications run deeper, Al
Arabiya’s strategies align with an ideology that legitimizes Saudi-led bloc actions and
portrays Qatar as a destabilizing force, promoting Saudi hegemony. Al Jazeera’s
strategies support Qatar’s sovereignty, critique regional hegemony, and highlight
human rights violations. Both outlets have strategically framed public perception,
influencing readers’ understanding of legitimacy, moral positioning, threat
construction, regional power dynamics, and terrorism discourse. The study concludes

that both platforms strategically used linguistic strategies to create ideologically



loaded narratives, legitimizing their geopolitical position while making the others
illegitimate. Future research should examine this framing across different media
formats or conducting longitudinal analyses to better understand the changing

geopolitical dynamics.

Keywords: critical stylistics, corpus linguistics, Gulf crisis, ideology, media discourse

SDG: GOAL 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, GOAL 17: Partnership for
the Goals
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Krisis Teluk 2017, di mana Arab Saudi dan sekutunya memutuskan semua hubungan
diplomatik dan mengenakan sekatan penuh ke atas Qatar. Media juga telah memainkan
peranan terbesar dalam membakar krisis dan menggerakkan persepsi awam. Walaupun
kepentingan media dalam membingkai wacana konflik antarabangsa, tiada perhatian
diberikan kepada cara strategi gaya tertentu digunakan oleh Al Arabiya dan Al Jazeera
dalam liputan Krisis Teluk. Kekurangan penyelidikan meninggalkan jurang dalam
memahami sepenuhnya bagaimana bahasa mengembangkan naratif dan mengkodkan

kedudukan ideologi dalam landskap media serantau.

Kajian ini menyiasat bagaimana Krisis Teluk 2017 diwakili dalam artikel berita dalam
talian oleh Al Arabiya dan Al Jazeera, dengan fokus pada strategi linguistik yang
digunakan untuk mengkodkan ideologi. Objektifnya adalah mengenal pasti strategi
gaya yang digunakan oleh Al Arabiya dan Al Jazeera dalam mewakili Krisis Teluk

2017 dan membincangkan implikasi ideologinya. Kajian menggunakan pendekatan



kualitatif, menganalisis artikel berita dari versi bahasa Inggeris kedua-dua platform

untuk mendedahkan ideologi tersembunyi dan strategi gaya.

Analisis menunjukkan pelbagai strategi yang digunakan media selaras dengan
kedudukan geopolitik mereka. Naratif Al Arabiya sering menggunakan perkataan
bermuatan, kuantifikasi kabur, nominalisasi, dan frasa nama yang menggambarkan
Qatar dalam cahaya negatif kerana tuduhan sokongan keganasan dan menyebabkan
kekacauan serantau. Transitiviti digunakan untuk menggambarkan blok pimpinan
Saudi sebagai pelaku proaktif yang memerangi ekstremisme, sementara Qatar
digambarkan secara pasif menerima tindakan dan tuduhan. Persamaan dan
perbandingan digunakan untuk mewujudkan pertentangan binari antara blok “yang
baik” pimpinan Saudi dan “kuasa tidak menstabilkan” yang dikaitkan dengan Qatar.
Pemberian contoh dan penerangan digunakan untuk mengira pelanggaran yang
disangka oleh Qatar, meningkatkan ancaman yang dirasai. Sebaliknya, Al Jazeera
membingkai Qatar sebagai mangsa agresi tidak adil dengan menggunakan bahasa
emosional, kuantifikasi tepat, metafora, dan frasa nama kompleks untuk
menghamankan kesan sekatan. Pilihan transitiviti menunjukkan Qatar sebagai sasaran
dengan cara yang tidak adil, sementara persamaan dan perbandingan menunjukkan
keterukan ekstrem sekatan. Pemberian contoh dan penerangan digunakan untuk

menggambarkan kesan sosio-ekonomi dan hak asasi manusia ke atas rakyat.

Implikasi ideologi lebih mendalam, strategi Al Arabiya sejajar dengan ideologi yang
mengesahkan tindakan blok pimpinan Saudi dan menggambarkan Qatar sebagai kuasa
tidak menstabilkan, mempromosikan hegemoni Saudi. Strategi Al Jazeera menyokong

kedaulatan Qatar, mengkritik hegemoni serantau, dan menyerlahkan pelanggaran hak



asasi manusia. Kedua-dua platform strategik membingkai persepsi awam,
mempengaruhi pemahaman pembaca tentang kesahihan, kedudukan moral,
pembinaan ancaman, dinamik kuasa serantau, dan wacana keganasan. Kajian ini
menyimpulkan bahawa kedua-dua platform strategik menggunakan strategi linguistik
untuk mewujudkan naratif yang dimuatkan ideologi, mengesahkan kedudukan
geopolitik mereka sambil menjadikan pihak lain tidak sah. Penyelidikan masa hadapan
harus mengkaji pembingkaian ini merentas format media yang berbeza atau

menjalankan analisis longitudinal untuk lebih memahami dinamik geopolitik yang

berubah.

Kata Kunci: ideologi, krisis Teluk, linguistik korpus, stilistik Kkritis, wacana media

SDG: MATLAMAT 16: Keamanan, Keadilan dan Institusi yang Kukuh,
MATLAMAT 17: Perkongsian untuk Mencapai Matlamat
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Preamble

The chapter introduces the relevant contextual background of the study by providing
a historical overview of the turbulent relations between Saudi Arabia and Qatar. The
chapter also provides the main reasons which were behind the eruption of the crisis
between the two states. The justification for choosing AL Jazeera and AL Arabiya
news platforms as the main source of data has also been highlighted. The importance
of the contextual background here is to provide explications for why certain issues or
entities have been represented in a particular way. Moreover, understanding the
historical and political relationships between the two states is essential for the current
analysis of the study in that it will provide the reasons behind selecting certain lexical
and stylistic choices that have ideological implications regarding the crisis between

the two states.

1.2 Background of the Study

Middle East is of a long history of national and international troubles and conflicts
with different political interests and ideological directions; it is much more fragile than
years before. Modern history has witnessed and recoded many important events in the
Middle East that have a significant role in (re)shaping the recent political contexts.
Among these significant events are the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Camp David
accord (1978) which weakened the Arab core, the fragmentation and polarization
among Arab countries following the Kuwait crisis (1991), the American invasion of

Iraq in (2003) and its serious continuous impact and finally the more recent one is the



Arab Spring (2010) which coupled with dramatic national and international changes
leading to a major insecurity and disability in the region (Ehteshami & Mohammedi,

2017, p. 2; Masoud, 2015, p. 74).

However, the Arab Spring is regarded as one of the most significant events in Middle
East and specifically for Arab countries (Masoud, 2015, p. 75; Bilgin, 2018, p. 133).
It is in the words of Agdemir, (2016, p. 223) “the biggest transformation of the Middle
East since decolonization”. The impact of the Arab Spring as explicated by Bilgin
(2018, p. 133):

“... initiated a new era in the history of the Middle East and triggered
a range of societal movements in most Arab countries. It was a
turning point for the Arab world and has left deep marks on the
history of its people. It has also altered the balance of power and all
equations across the Middle East. Equally, it impacted relations
between Middle East counties; Qatar-Saudi Arabia relations did not
remain unscathed”.

The ramifications of Arab Spring are serious and complex. It has added new complex
issues to already existing ones. It has paved the way for the appearance of ISIS, the
rise of Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, it was also the main cause of the civil wars on
Syria, Libya, Iraq, and the military war on Yemen. It was behind the unstable
environment and conflicts in the region (Kose & Ulutas, 2017, p. 2; Asisian, 2018, p.
7; Ehteshami & Mohammedi, 2017). It has also caused many security challenges
especially for the gulf countries including Qatar and Saudi Arabia (Ehteshami &
Mohammedi, 2017, p. 4; Bilgin, 2018, p. 113-14). The diplomatic relations between
Qatar and Saudi Arabia since that have been negatively and profoundly impacted by

it (Ayman, 2017; Darwich; 2016).



Since the diplomatic crisis 2017 between the states of Saudi Arabia and Qatar is the
main focus of the current study therefore, it is important to shed some light on the

nature of their diplomatic turbulent relations prior to the crisis.

1.2.1 A Brief History of Turbulent Relations

Saudi Arabia and Qatar have relatively long history of rivalry and of diplomatic
relations however, their relations involved many ups and downs. The conflict between
the two states escalated when Riyadh government in 1990 placed limitations on the
exportation of Doha gas supplies to Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, and UAE (Nabi, 2017,
p. 3). The escalation continued when a border dispute in 1992 initiated an attack by
Saudi Arabia side against the border security point of Qatar that had strained the
relations between the two neighbors. The settlement of this border dispute was in

2001(Nuruzzaman, 2015, p. 234; Aljazeera, 2017)

Tension in the relations between these states triggered again in 1995 when Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani seized power after a bloodless coup over his father
(Fisher, 2017; Boyce, 2013). However, Riyadh opposed his assumption of power in
place of his father. Sheikh Hamad as Fisher (2017) argues believed that the only
possible way for Qatar to find security is by altering its position from a Saudi vassal
state to a rival of Saudi Arabia. According to Jim Krane (as cited in Champion, 2017),
an energy research fellow at Rice University’s Baker Institute, “Qatar used to be a kind
of Saudi vassal state, but it used the autonomy that its gas wealth created to carve out
an independent role for itself...”. In other words, Sheikh Hamad sought autonomy in

terms foreign policy from that of Saudi Arabia (Bilgin, 2018).



In an effort to defy the hegemony of Saudi Arabia, the new Amir of Qatar Sheikh
Hamad made an attempt to improve relationships with Iran, the key opponent of
Riyadh as well as establishing Aljazeera in 1996 (Fisher, 2017; Guido, 2023). This
was a reaction as the foreign policy of Doha was always under the influence of Saudi
government (Rashid & Nasser 2019, p. 4). Regarding the establishment of Aljazeera,
some scholars in media field argue that it was in part established to challenge Riyadh
and undermine its power in the region Rashid, 2019; Kharbach, 2020). In this context,
Powers (2012, p. 10) writes:

“In 1996, the new Amir was confronted with attacks in the Saudi and
Egypt press questioning his legitimacy as the rightful ruler of Qatar.
Al-Jazeera was lunched, in part, to give the Qatari Emir a megaphone
to challenge the Egyptian and Saudi governments by broadcasting
programs featuring popular Egyptian and Saudi political dissidents.”

However, Qatari government officials said that “Aljazeera was initially established as
‘a political self-defense’ against Saudi Arabia which already own ART, MBC groups,
and Orbit channels and controls the main media outlets in the Arab world” (Abdul-

Nabi, 2018, p. 3).

Another level of the Saudi-Qatari turbulent relations started with the outbreak of the
Arab Spring in 2010 which has considerably influenced and shifted regional dynamics
in the Middle East. It has further worsened the relations between Saudi Arabia and
Qatar prompting the power struggle and rivalry between them (Bilgin, 2018, p. 113).
The next subsection provides a brief account on the political context of the Saudi-

Qatari 2017 crisis within the context of Arab Spring.



1.2.2 The Gulf Crisis 2017: An Overview

The area of state of Qatar is about 11,581 km2, located in the Arab Gulf in the middle
of two geopolitical and regional opponents; Saudi Arabia and Iran. Its estimated
population is 2,795,484 with gross domestic product (GDP) $357.338 billion.
Whereas, the area of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is 2,149,690 km2, the estimated
population is 34,218,169 with gross domestic product (GDP) $1.924 trillion
(Wikipedia). These three main indicators explain the huge difference between them.
So that “these countries are not equal and there is an international hierarchy of power

between them” (Bilgin, 2018, p. 118).

Saudi Arabia sees Qatar as a micro-state and therefore it is necessary for Qatar to adopt
parallel polices following Saudi Arabia and to be in line with the orders of Riyadh
(Abu Haieh, 2023, p. 22). Being the biggest in size and population among other Gulf
States, “Saudi Arabia has dictated its own policy on Qatar through wielding its military
and economic power and establishing its hegemony on the Doha government” (Bilgin,
2018, p. 118). These states have much more in common, language, ethnicity, religion,
culture, neighbors, sharing Sunni monarchial regimes, non-democratic, an abundance
of gas and oil, members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and the US as major
ally (Khlebinkov, 2015; Bilgin, 2018). Despite they share all these features, their ties
are quite turbulent with different interests, especially with the beginning of Arab

Spring.

They reacted to Arab Spring in different ways, the two states have shown a high level
of challenge and conflict in which each tries to utilize the Arab Spring to extend its

influence and power across the region (Aymen, 2017; Khlebinkov, 2015). Both upheld



power and influenced struggles by backing different players in the region (Bilgin,
2018, p. 119). According to Khlebinkov (2015, p. 17-18) and Kawakibi (2022) both
states are vigorously engaged in the Arab Spring and are involved in an ideological
and geopolitical struggle for hegemony over the Sunni Islamic world. However, “they
have different sociopolitical views about how to weather the inevitable transition that
is taking place in the region while maintaining the status quo within their monarchies”
(Khlebinkov (2015, p. 18). They also see threats and reacting to them differently
according to their interests as in the case of the two main actors in the region, Iran and
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. Riyadh sees Iran and Muslim Brotherhood as the
biggest threat to its security in the region, while Doha does not consider them as a

security threat, they maintain good relations (Bilgin, 2018, p. 119).

The rivalry between Qatar and Saudi Arabia has obviously manifested itself on June
5% 2017 in which the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia officially followed by UAE, Bahrain,
and Egypt cut their diplomatic ties with Qatar as well as their trade and transport
relations, withdrew their nationals, and pulled out their investments (Rashid, 2019;
Kinninmont, 2019; Asisian, 2018). It is believed that the current gulf crisis is the major
challenge to the Gulf States. The main dispute between Qatar and the Saudi-led bloc
“centers on the ideological perception of regional threats” as argued by Khlebinkov
(2015, p. 18). There are three main competing factors involved in the eruption of the
current Saudi-Qatari crisis 2017 including the cordial relations between Qatar and Iran
and Muslim Brotherhood, and ALJazeera Media Network (Bilgin, 2018; Rashid, 2019;

Ehteshami & Mohammadi, 2017; Kinninmont, 2019; Asisian, 2018).



Concerning Muslim Brotherhood (MB) which is one of the main problems that has
direct impact on the deterioration of the diplomatic relationships between Doha and
Riyadh. The relationship between Qatar and MB goes back to 1950 in which many
members of this movement resided in Qatar since that time, they had an effective role
in shaping Qatar’s educational system (Roberts, 2015: 24). Saudi Arabia opposes the
ideology of this movement in the Middle East, while Qatar supports it across the

region (Kinninmont, 2019; Asisan, 2018).

Khlebnikov (2015) argues that Gulf Arab States face an ideological genuine threat to
their regimes represented by Muslim brotherhood started with the inception of Arab
Spring 2010. According to him,
“This threat, in the perception of Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Bahrain, appears
in the guise of the Muslim Brotherhood. The brotherhood not only poses an
ideological challenge and threat to several Gulf Arab States; it also
undermines the unity and functionality of the only cohesive Arab
organization -the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). This challenge

...draws a divide between two major rivals for the leadership in the region,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar” (Khlebnikov, 2015, p. 17).

Muslim Brotherhood since the outbreak of the demonstrations and the taking down of
the regimes in Egypt, Tunisia, Yemen and Libya has been perceived as a powerful
actor in these states (Bilgin, 2018, p. 122). Its political influence on the Arab world
has become greater than before (Kinninmont, 2019; Asisan, 2018). MB as influential
religious Islamic organization in the Arab world represents a model of Islamic rule so
that Saudi Arabia views it as a real danger to its government (Hoetjes, 2022, p. 14).
Riyadh has taken an antagonistic stance against MB listing it as a terrorist movement
(BBC News, 2014). Unlike Saudi Arabia, Qatar has supported MB and has offered it

a media platform (Aljazeera) regarding it as a moderate form of Islamism (Bilgin,



2018, p. 123). In return, MB has offered Doha an effective tool to rival Riyadh as well
as it offered “an opportunity to expect preferable economic and political ties in the
countries where MB and its affiliates are in race for power (including Tunisia, Egypt,
Yemen, and Syria)” (Khlebnikov, 2015, p. 23). “While Qatar has been funding and
arming the MB, Saudi Arabia has been funding and arming Salafi groups in countries

where the Arab Spring occurred” (Haykel, 201, p. 5).

The second issue which has a role in the escalation of the relations between Doha and
Riyadh is the Aljazeera Media Network. It is regarded as one of the major effective
news agencies in the region and the global sponsored by Qatar and situated in Doha
(Powers, 2009; AL Kharusi, 2016; Kraidy, 2018, Abdu-Nabi, 2017). Besides Muslim
Brotherhood, Aljazeera represents another ideological threat for Riyadh (Khlebnikov,
2015, p. 24). According to many media experts and scholars including Saudi Arabia,
Aljazeera holds an Islamist view promoting the Muslim Brotherhood ideology in the

region (Al-Rawi, 2017; Khlebnikov, 2015; Bilgin, 2018).

Aljazeera news covered Saudi affairs in a critical way presenting some controversial
issues related to the Royal family of Saudi Arabia. As a result, the channel was banned
in Saudi Arabia (Rashid, 2019; Bilgin, 2018; Khlebnikov, 2015). The negative
narratives by Aljazeera are regarded as a threat to the survival of Saudi regime
(Khlebnikov, 2015, p 124). In the time of Arab Spring, Aljazeera has played an
influential role in covering the demonstrations in the region by motivating and
encouraging components of the revolutionary movements. The narratives of Aljazeera
during the Arab Spring have also bothered Saudi regime, they were perceived as

contradictory to Riyadh’s best interests (Bilgin, 2018, p. 124).



The last dispute between Riyadh and Doha related to the bilateral relations between
Qatar and Iran. The Saudi-led bloc was unsatisfied with the foreign policy of Doha
and have for years criticizing Qatar for maintaining relationships with Iran (the
historical enemy of Saudi Arabia) (Kinninmont, 2019; p. 2; Kose & Ulutas, 2018, p.
1; Asisian, 2018, p. 7). Unlike Saudi Arabia, Qatar does not consider Tehran as a threat,
the relations between Iran and Qatar is based on mutual strategic interests in that
“Qatar and Iran share the world’ largest natural gas field (North Dome/ South Pars).
Qatar adopts a diplomatic policy and dialogue instead of antagonism with Iran (Bilgin,
2018, p. 125). Any military action in the Arab Gulf with Tehran would lead to serious
consequences for both countries specially their economic shared interests (ibid). For
Qatar to guarantee its security and survival from the hegemony and threats of Saudi
Arabia has maintained cordial relations with Iran, “Iran is a balancing power for Qatar

against Saudi Arabia” (ibid).

Saudi Arabia accuses Iran of fueling turmoil in the region and sectarianism (Crisis
Group; 2024, p. 3). Iran’s policies in the region directed to the Shiite communities
living among Arab countries and its endeavors to proliferating its own influence have

led to conflict between Tehran and Riyadh during Arab Spring (Fahim, 2017).

In June 2017, the Saudi-led bloc listed 13 demands that Doha has to fulfill to end the
crisis. The most important ones include breaking off its relations with Iran, stop
backing extreme Islamist movements like MB, ISIS, Hezbollah, and braking off its
relations with them and officially to be recognized as terrorist groups by Qatar. Qatar

has also been demanded to shut-down Aljazeera media network (Kinninmont, 2019;

Asisan, 2018; Khalifa, 2019).



1.2.3 Al Arabiya and Al Jazeera

Media have always been a key role in framing and constructing ideologies in today’s
crises and conflicts (Sinelnik & Hovy, 2024, pp. 1-2). The role of media in a given
conflicts depends on a set of complex issues, involving “the relationships the media
have to actors in the conflict and the independence the media has to the power holders
in society” (ibid). Abdulmajid (2019, p. 2) argues that the engagement and interaction
of political actors with the practices and discourses of media will allow them as
effective players, to design and to determine the influence of media on society. Kissas
(2013, p. 8) named this interaction as “technologies of politics” which involve
discursive practices as well as discursive formation that are realized in media and
stressed by producers. Discourse in media deviates from its moral objectives slipping
into manipulation as soon as involved in a political agenda either by political actor’s

intervention who are in power or by the political affiliations of its producers, (ibid).

In the Arab world, media are generally characterized of being under the control of their
governments. This is because the powerful role of media organizations as a
manipulative and mobilizing tool has been well recognized by authorities and officials
(Alhammori, 2013, p. 21; Leeper & Slothuus, 2024, p. 10). Accordingly, the majority
of the news and information on such state-based media channels intended to praise the
authorities’ accomplishments and to prevent any opposition opinions to be introduced
or discussed (Alhammori, 2013, p. 21). Arab mass media as argued by (Leeper &
Slothuus, 2024, p. 10) in one way or another are associated with particular agendas

and ideologies, they are determined and guided by regional conflicts.
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AL Jazeera and AL Arabiya media networks which are the concern of the current study
are among the most influential media networks in the Arab world as well as the global
with long history of expertise and online news service (AL-Rawi, 2017, p. 4; Kraidy,
2018, p. 24). Many scholars perceive them as political tools used to exercise pressure
on other regional countries (AL-Rawi, 2017; Mellor, 2011; El-Nawawiy & Iskandar,

2003).

AL Jazeera is a Qatari state-funded situated in Doha / Qatar, it started first as an Arabic
news channel in 1996 then expanded into a network with a number of outlets
comprising internet news service. In 2006 it has launched AL Jazeera English (AL
Kharusi, 2016; Kraidy, 2018). Its content has always been controversial, its freedom
gives it a considerable scope. Many diplomatic tensions between Qatar and other
regional countries such as Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Iraq, Jorden, Syria caused by AL
Jazeera due to its way of reporting specific political matters and regional events (AL
Rawi, 2017, p. 3). Critics and scholars described it as a propaganda outlet for the
regime, and also accused of holding an Islamist view promoting the Muslim
Brotherhood ideology in the region (Kraidy 2018; Al-Rawi, 2017; Khlebnikov, 2015;

Bilgin, 2018).

On the other hand, EL-Nawawy & Powers point out to the positive role of the AL
Jazeera in the Arab world:

“Since its launch, AL Jazeera has created a vibrant and dynamic political
environment that has liberalized the Arab media discourse and positively
impacted political debates. This impact has been described as “AL Jazeera
effect,” which refers to AL Jazeera’s role in providing an unprecedented
forum for debate in the Arab world that is eviscerating the legitimacy of the
Arab status quo and helping to build a radically new pluralist political
culture” (EL-Nawawy & Powers, 2008, p. 28).
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Compared to BBC and CNN, Seib (2008, p. 175) finds Al Jazeera to be more important
because it has provided a new view to the relationship between those who rule and
those who are ruled. It can be considered as a successful instance of “new public
diplomacy” in which non-state actors employ tactics to “influence attitudes and

behaviors of others”, for acts of traditional public diplomacy are led and implemented

by state” (Powers & Gilboa, 2007 as cited in Abdul-Nabi, 2017, p. 6).

The supremacy of AL Jazeera as argued by Johnson and Fahmy (2010, p. 2) was
confronted by the appearance of other media rivals in the region specially the Saudi-
sponsored AL Arabiya 2004 and U. S-sponsored AL Hurra. It is suggested that Arab
governments have encouraged the emergence of such media outlets with western style
in order to function as political tools and cultural phenomenon that have effective role

in changing the shape of region (Johnson & Fahmy 2010; Seib, 2008).

Al-Arabiya on the other hand, is a Saudi-sponsored news agency based in Dubai
Media City started broadcasting in 2003 (Ajaoud & Elmasry, 2020, p. 230). The
agency broadcasts news every hour, documentaries, as well as talk shows. In 2007,
Al-Arabiya News the English-language web service has been launched which also
includes other three online outlets in Arabic, Urdu and Persian. They cover different
political issues, stock markets, sport and business (ibid). It is rated among the most
popular in the Arab region, and along with its rival Al-Jazeera have been regarded as
the most regional players and opinion makers in the Arab region (Al-Rawi, 2017, p.

4)

12



Many scholars and observers argue that its launch was to compete directly and as a
reaction to Al-Jazeera’s control of the media scene (Al-Rawi, 2017, p. 3; Johnson &
Fahmy, 2010, p. 7; Ajaoud & Elmasry, 2020, p. 230). This competition was attributed
to Al-Jazeera’s reporting of Saudi affairs in a very critical way presenting some
controversial issues related to the Royal family of Saudi Arabia. This has further
worsened the Qatar-Saudi relationships. As a result, the channel was banned in Saudi
Arabia (Rashid & Nassir, 2019, p. 2; Samuel-Azran, 2013). In this respect Fandy
(2007, p. 53) argues that:

“Saudi Arabia launched Al-Arabiya after eight years of relentless attacks by
Al-Jazeera on the Saudi political order and the Saudi royal family. Al-
Arabiya’s programming shows that the station is more than an alternative to
Al-Jazeera; it is a counter-missile directed at the Qatari news channel itself,
Al-Arabiya is known for picking up the slack in areas such as the relations
between Qatar and Israel”.

The antagonism between Riyadh and Doha is not new, but it turned into media with
passage of time. Previous researches have shown that the media battle and rivalry
between AL Arabiya and AL Jazeera tends to be ideological reflecting the political
point of view of their host states (Kharbach, 2020, p. 1; Rashid, 2019, p. 2). In this
context Rashid (2019, p. 6) mentions that Saudi affairs are the focus of AL Jazeera
and is related to the diplomatic conflict between them. He goes further indicating that:

“Both media are framing specific issues and trying to portray the negative
image of each other’s sponsored states. On the other hand, Al-Arabiya
English is continually discussing such activities of Qatar and framing into
such way that these activities are against peace in the Middle East, and Qatar
is really supporting terrorism among the region” (Rashid, 2019, p. 6).

Gulf diplomatic crisis (2017) has brought forth Al-Arabiya and Al-Jazeera into a direct
media clash in which each tries to advocate and defend the political point of view and

agenda of the authority it represents (Abdulmajid, 2019, p. 2).
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1.3 Statement of the Problem

The representation of political disputes by means of media discourse may significantly
affects audience perception, particularly when language subtly implies ideological
biases (Prodnik & Vobic, (2023) and (Harcup, 2023). One recent example is the 2017
Gulf Crisis, in which a huge geopolitical split occurred between Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
and their respective allies, represented in different ways by giant news outlets such as
Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya; each projected ideological stances consistent with their
respective interest (Kharbach, 2020) and (Horoub, 2022). By selective lexical and
stylistic choices, these outlets have shaped distinct narratives, which have framed the

public understanding of the conflict.

While prior research, of which those by Nimmen (2018), Abdulmajid (2019),
Kharbach (2020), and Horoub (2022) all have examined both Al Arabiya’s and Al
Jazeera’s ideological framing narratives surrounding the Gulf Crisis within the
framework of CDA. These studies have mostly underlined explicit biases and rarely
engage in any systematic textual framework regarding how specific linguistic choices
and stylistic strategies contribute to the ideological positioning. Therefore, a critical
gap still remains in understanding the complex interplay that exists between
ideological positioning and lexical stylistic strategies in media representations of the

Gulf Crisis.

The current study consequently tries to address this gap by exploring how Al Jazeera
and Al Arabiya have utilized specific stylistic strategies such as naming and
describing, transitivity framework, equating and contrasting, and exemplifying and

numeration in embedding ideological positions in their coverage of the 2017 Gulf

14



Crisis. Adopting a qualitative approach integrating critical stylistics framework and
corpus linguistics, this study will systematically analyze these linguistic strategies,
offering a more detailed understanding of how stylistic choices interact with
ideological encoding. Accordingly, the primary objectives are to analyze the stylistic
strategies used by these media outlets, to conclude the ideological implications of
these stylistic strategies, revealing how specific stylistic choices influence readers’
perceptions, and contribute to the field by positioning critical stylistics as an effective

tool for examining ideological bias in media discourse.

This study will therefore help future media literacy and policy initiatives by exploring
the linguistic strategies through which media narratives are constructed in geopolitical
crises. It will develop more significantly the theory of critical stylistics as a robust
analytical tool, contributing to the development of a comprehensive framework for
examining media influence fostering an increasingly discriminate understanding of

how language can subtly encode ideology in politically charged environments.

1.4 Objectives of the Study

The current study aims at conducting a critical stylistic analysis on AL Jazeera and
AL Arabiya online news from linguistic perspective to create link between the lexico-
stylistic choices made in the text and media ideologies in reporting the crisis. In order
to achieve the aim, the study adopts the following objectives:

1. To analyze the stylistic strategies used by Al Arabiya’s online news writers
to encode ideologies in reporting the 2017 Gulf crisis.

2. To study the stylistic strategies used by Al Jazeera’s online news writers to

encode ideologies in reporting the 2017 Gulf crisis.
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3. To conclude the ideological implications of these stylistic strategies used by

both platforms in representing the crisis.

15 Research Questions

In order to achieve the objectives, the analysis of the present study will revolve around
the following questions:

1.  How do Al Arabiya’s online news writers use stylistic strategies to encode

ideologies in reporting the 2017 Gulf crisis?

2. How do Al Jazeera’s online news writers use stylistic strategies to encode

ideologies in reporting the 2017 Gulf crisis?

3. What are the ideological implications of the stylistic strategies used by Al

Jazeera and Al Arabiya in their representation of the 2017 Gulf crisis?

1.6 Scope of the Study

This study focuses on the Gulf crisis of 2017, primarily involving neighboring Arab
states, Saudi Arabia and its allies against Qatar. The selected news websites, Al
Arabiya and Al Jazeera were chosen as they represent these conflicting parties. While
both share a similar profile in their role within the media landscape, they differ

significantly in their political and ideological orientations.

The study is confined to the analysis of the written form of online news articles
published on the official English versions of Al Arabiya and Al Jazeera websites.
These platforms are of high viewership, continuous 24-hour news coverage, and rapid
reporting capabilities, making them accessible, collectable, and suitable for

consultation and analysis (EI-Gody, 2021).

16



The corpus under study consists of 183 articles, totaling 146,468 words, sourced from
both platforms’ official English websites. Specifically, Al Arabiya’s corpus includes
94 articles amounting to 75,115 words, while Al Jazeera’s corpus comprises 89 articles
totaling 71,353 words. However, the detailed analysis to achieve the study’s objectives
focuses on a data sample of 16 texts 9 from Al Arabiya and 7 from Al Jazeera. These
texts have been taken as a representative sample from both corpora. They were chosen
due to their strong relevance and representation of the main themes that emerged from
the keyword analysis conducted in Chapter Three. They were specifically selected
because they encapsulate the core ideological narratives and stylistic strategies
analyzed in the study. Additionally, including more texts was deemed unnecessary as

it would only repeat the same themes without contributing new insights or issues.

The study limits its investigation to the lexical stylistic choices or strategies and their
embedded ideological bases within the selected articles. It employs a systematic model
of critical stylistic analysis developed by Jeffries (2010), combined with tools and
methods of corpus linguistics. Specifically, the study focuses on four out of the ten
lexical stylistic strategies: naming & describing, equating & contrasting, representing
actions/events/states, and exemplifying & numeration. These strategies were selected
based on their availability in the data and anticipated relevance to the study’s aim and
research questions, as well as their suitability for the nature of the data analyzed. Other
strategies were excluded due to the absence or very limited presence of related textual
data, ensuring that the analysis remains focused and directly aligned with the most

pertinent stylistic elements of the corpus.
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The timeframe of the study covers the first month following the outbreak of the crisis
on June 5, 2017. This period represents the peak of the crisis, during which the
majority of the articles were published, clearly exposing the deep rift between the
conflicted parties. This period is particularly significant as the conflict was
predominantly constructed and communicated through discourse of media during this

time.

1.7 Significance of the Study

The recent Gulf crisis 2017 is not merely an intra-Arab Gulf rift; it is about a larger
political conflict in the region. It has therefore a strong influence on series of regional
conflicts comprising but not limited to Syria, Yemen and Libya (Kose & Ulutas, 2017,
p. 4). In all these areas of conflict as well as in the case of current crisis ideologies
have been utilized and instrumentalized. Since the break out of the crisis, mass media
in general and Al-Arabiya and Al-Jazeera in particular have reported and depicted the

same crisis with different ideological standpoints.

The significance of the current study lies in its comparative nature regarding the
ideological representation of the crisis on Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya as official,
controlled and state-funded news agencies. Since both agencies to some degree have
the same profile in their career yet, they differ in their political and ideological stances.
Both have online news websites which are among the top viewed that offer news

coverage around the world (El-Gody, 2021).

Moreover, the dominant nature of these two media giants as well as their big influence

in shaping public opinion requires a parallel critical narrative to be less subjective and
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more disciplined. Critical Stylistics is the alternative, “it offers a toolkit of analysis
which has standardized reference, making the analyses replicable and empirically
falsifiable” (Jeffries and Mclntyre 2010 as cited in Alaghbary, 2014, p. 152). The
adopted model of critical stylistics is expected to offer a new perspective in
conceptualizing the connection that exists between media ideologies and lexico-
stylistic strategies or choices utilized by news writers. This in turn would provide a
good understanding of the process of news making in times of conflicts. It also
provides a picture of how encoded ideologies reside in media texts can be traced by
establishing the link using a systematic model of critical stylistic analysis rather than
focusing on “how texts fit into the socio-political landscape in which they are
produced or read” (Jeffries, 2010, p. 11), as done by previous studies within the

framework of CDA.

1.8 Definition of Key Terms

Arab Spring: It is a set of uprisings and protests against governments that occurred
in many Arab countries in the early of 2010. These uprisings and protests were as a
reaction to the oppressive systems and a low standard of living. They began first in
Tunisia then spread to other Arab regimes Bahrain, Libya, Yemen, Egypt, Syria,
Lebanon, and Iraq, where the rulers were forced to step down. “Most of the
demonstrations that emanated from the Arab Spring have been met with violent
crackdown from state machineries as well as from government created militias and
counter demonstrators. These clampdowns had been responded to with violence from

the people who staged the protest in some instances” (Abdel Salam, 2015, p. 122).
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Critical Stylistics (CS): it is a systematic model that combines tools from stylistics,
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), and Corpus Linguistics (CL). It focuses on
analyzing the text to uncover underlying ideologies, with an emphasis on the stylistic
choices made by the text producer. The goal of CS is to raise awareness among text
recipients about these ideologies, regardless of whether they change their perspectives.
CS places the “text” at the core of its analysis, encompassing all forms of language

use (Jeffries, 2010).

Corpus Linguistics (CL): The most recent definition of corpus linguistics
emphasizes its role as an empirical approach to studying language through the analysis
of large electronic collections of texts, known as corpora. This field combines
principles of empiricism and technology, allowing researchers to identify patterns of
meaning and language structure use in a systematic and objective manner. Corpus
linguistics utilizes computational tools such as word frequency lists, concordance
plots, and key-word-in-context (KWIC) analyses to explore various aspects of texts,
making it a powerful method for understanding linguistic phenomena across different

contexts and genres (Csomay & Crawford, 2024, p. 5).

Ideology: In the context of this study, “ideology” refers to sets of values and beliefs
held by a group of people, often encompassing societal or cultural norms, rather than
being confined solely to politically motivated or selfish intentions. As articulated by
Jeftries (2010, 2015), and supported by more recent studies (Tabbert, 2016; Ahmed,
2022) ideology is seen as a pervasive element in all texts, where it serves to transmit,
reinforce, or inculcate certain values or worldviews in readers. Unlike Critical

Discourse Analysis (CDA), which often adopts a politically explicit stance, CS
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maintains a neutral position, examining how texts ideologically represent the world
through language without necessarily aligning with any specific political ideology.
Thus, ideology in this study encapsulates not only politically charged ideas but also

broader cultural values that are embedded within the text.

Ideological Implications: They refer to the ways in which linguistic choices in texts
such as naming, describing, equating, contrasting, and representing
actions/events/states convey specific values and worldviews. Building on the
framework of Jeffries (2010), this study examines how these textual features create
‘text worlds’ that reflect ideological stances. These implications are not merely
reflections of overt political positions but also include subtler cultural and social
values that influence how readers perceive and interpret the represented events and
actors. This approach enables a nuanced understanding of how ideology operates

within media discourse, particularly in the representation of the 2017 Gulf crisis.

Stylistic Strategies: In the context of this study, “stylistic strategies” refer to the
specific linguistic choices and techniques used by authors in texts to shape meaning,
convey attitudes, and influence reader interpretation. These strategies involve the
deliberate selection of lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical elements that contribute to the
overall style and ideological positioning of the text. According to Jeffries (2010),
critical stylistics focuses on how these choices construct ‘text worlds’ and transmit
ideologies. The strategies employed in this study include naming & describing,
equating & contrasting, representing actions/events/states, and exemplifying &

numeration.
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Moreover, stylistic strategies are not only central to understanding textual aesthetics
but are also pivotal in revealing underlying ideological frameworks. These strategies
help uncover how language in media texts can subtly guide the reader’s perception of
social and political realities. The selected strategies in this study were based on their
ability to elucidate the ideological content and align closely with the study’s focus on

media representation of the Gulf crisis.

1.9 Thesis Structure

The current study consists of five chapters. The first one contextualizes the study by
giving an introduction involves the background which is a short historical and political
situation of the crisis between the conflicted countries. Besides, it presents the problem
and objective of the study as well as questions, significance and scope of the study,

definitions of key terms, and thesis structure.

Chapter Two situates the study by offering an overview of CDA and its approaches
to media discourse, definition, roots as well as the main approaches and the criticisms
leveled against it and how it can be addressed by introducing Critical Stylistics as an
alternative. Then, a detailed account on Critical Stylistics (Jeffries, (2010) is provided
as the main theoretical framework on which the study is based. The chapter also gives
a detailed explanation to the analytical tools used. The concept of ideology is
introduced as being the main concern of the study along with its interrelationship with

discourse and media.

The chapter also provides a brief overview to corpus linguistics and corpora and their

different types and usages. It offers an insight into the computer software used by the
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study which is Anthony’s (2019) AntConc software package version (3.3.8).
Afterwards, providing an explanation to the main tools and functions of the software
used by the present study along with their impact, including: keyword tool,
concordance tool, and wordlist tool. The chapter introduces the contributions of CL
and the usefulness of integrating CL with CDA as a rewarding way in responding to
the frequent criticisms directed against CDA. Finally, introducing the most related
studies that used critical stylistics, CDA and CL together in investigating ideology in

media discourse

Chapter Three: The chapter introduces the methodology used by the researcher to
investigate AAE and AJE online news articles. It starts by describing the procedures
of collecting the corpora of the study. It also explains the criteria followed by the study
in compiling the reference corpus. The rest of the chapter offers a description and
explanation to the analytical procedures conduced on the corpora understudy
represented by keyword analysis and its main findings which are used as a starting
point and a guide by suggesting which linguistic features are worthy for further

investigation in the qualitative phase.

Chapter Four: In this chapter, the findings of the keyword analysis will be analyzed
qualitatively by applying the theoretical framework of critical stylistics with the help
of the concordance analysis of corpus linguistics. Four critical stylistic tools will be
utilized to conduct the analysis namely, naming and describing, transitivity
framework, equating and contrasting, and exemplifying and enumeration. The chapter
is divided into two parts, the first one offers a comprehensive analysis to data collected

from Al Arabiya platform and the second one to the data collected from AL Jazeera.
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The themes to be analyzed are extracted from both platform, two themes for each
platform. Followed by a comparison of the ideological implications of both platforms.
The total number of the texts under analysis are 16 texts, 9 texts for the themes of Al

Arabiya and 7 texts for the themes of Al Jazeera.

Chapter Five which is final one, it highlights the novelty of the findings and their
contribution. It draws conclusions and implications showing how the adopted
analytical tools operate in texts to create ideologies. Besides highlighting the

contributions of the present study and possible future studies and recommendations.
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