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HE Trans.port Ministry· is 
-holding engagements 
with stakeholders in the 
land transport in.dt1stry 

to examine the proposed use of 
digital monitoring to detect driv­
er fatigue and health ,conditions, 
partic11larly in relation to sleep 
disorders or sleep apnea. 

Ber11ama repo1rted that Deputy 
Transport Minister Datuk Hasbi 
Habibollah said discussions were 
also held with various parties in­
cluding industry operators, inno­
vators ,and logistics companies, 
esp,ecially thos.e involved in both 
heavy and llght transport. 

''We are aware of (sleep apnea). 
In the past, concerns about (the 
digital driver health monitoring 
system) had been raised about its 
cost, because each checkw.ill cost 
hundreds ,of ringgit .. 

''However, with this new mem­
orand11m of agreement .. we will 
look at this matter comprehen­
sively_;, 

He said this during a question­
and-answer s,essmon in Dewan Ne­
gara yest,erdays 

He was rep,lying to a supple-
1nentary question by Senator 
DatukKohNaiI<wong, who want­
ed t,o know if the govem1nent was 
considering the use of wearable 
device technology or digital mon­
itoring systems to detect the level 
of fatigue and health of public 
service vehicle (PSV) drivers .. 

In May, the Malaystan I11stitute 
of Road ,Safety Research (Miras) 
and Alpha Inte.rnational Training 
and Cor1s11ltancy sig11.ed an MoA 
to collabo,rate in developing an,d 
implem1enting specialised train­
ing programmes in the field of 
road safety and related aspects, 
including the Sleep Ma11agement 
and Rehabilitation Certification 
Prograinme. 

The progra1nme a ims to1 ad­
dress sleep deprivation and its 
impact on road safety, raise 
awareness ., e11cot1rage be­
havioural changes and equip 

road t1sers with the s]<ills to1 man­
age fatigue .. 

Hasbi said the m,inistry is also 
p,ayi11g attention to prop,osals ,on 
the use of advanced te,ch11ology 
such as a driver identity recog­
nition system thr1ough the vehi -
cle steering wheel that can d,etect 
health i11dicators such as heart 
rate as soon as the driver holds it. 

He said this can p 1revent unfit 
drivers from starting a journey. 

'<We are tal<ing note of this mat­
ter inc1udi11g the MoA with in­
d11stry on sleep apn.ea. 

'·The ministry will determine 
the outcome of the MoA and the 
way forward." 

A road safety expert has 
stressed the importance of pro­
tecting personal data if the gov­
ernment proceeds with the dig­
ital monitoring system. 

Universiti Putra Malaysia's 
Road Safety Research Centre 
head Associate Professor Dr Law 
Teil< Hua war11ed that withot1t a 
clear and t ranspare11t legal 
framework~ the initiative risks 
eroding public trust. 

'{The success of this initiative 
depen,ds on several l<ey consid­
erations. 

'~Firs,t is the need for data se­
c11rity and privacy. 

''This system will collect sen­
sitive biometric and h,ealthcare 
information, raising q1.1estions 
about bow it would be storedi 
who wil] have access to it and how 
it will be used. 

'"In the abse11ce of a vigorous 
ru.1d transpare11t legal co,de - like 
a distinct F.atigtte Data Pro,tection 
Act - this system has a chance of 
eroding public trust." 

Law suggested that a dedicate,d 
le·gal code maybe needed to safe­
guard the information. 

He stressed that the data 
should fttnction as a safety tool to 
alert and caution drivers~ not as a 
basis for punitive action. 

"It is about supporting drivers 
in gaining awareness of their ovm 
fatigue and rnald11g safer choices, 
rather than h,aving automatic 
penalties without help CJit u11der­
standing.'' 


