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PETALIN-G JAVA: As children face growi·ng 
risks in an increasing·ly digital world, ·the 
urgency t·o strengthen child prote·ction in 
Malaysia has neve·r been clearer, .especially 
following the: purpo1-ted sex·ual -abuse of 
an infant~ 

The cas~, disclosed by: H:ome Ministe·r 
Datuk Seri Saifudd_in NasLttion .Ismail. on 
Wednesday, has spar·ked national outrage 
and prompte.d renewed discussions on 
how Malay-sia can better safeguard it·.s 
·most vulnerable ... 

un·1vers·iti Teknol.ogi Ma·ra Soc·ial and 
Pol··icy Studies lecturer P-rof Dr Varina 
Ah111ad Sqid the c·rime is not only heino.us 
bl1t. a sy·mptom of dee.peri long-standing 
s.ocial 'fa ii u·res. 

'tThis is truly horrifying and deeply 
upset·ting. It's difficult to comprehend how 
anyone .could commit such a.n inhumane 
a·ct. 

''The issues are not new. They1ve been 
l1appenlng fo.r many ·ye-ars but often 
esca·pe pL1blic atte·n·tion becau-se many 
case·s go unre·ported:' 

Yarin·a pointe·d to modernisation, 
digital exposure and a growin·g den1and 
for ex-ploitative con:tent, ·parti·cular·ly oh 
the dark web1 as d1'"iving forces behind 
such crimes~ 

''Unfortun·ately, tl1ere are those who 
produc·e and distrib-ute abusive content to 
me·et th.i,s de.manq, often for financial gain:' 

Sh·-e emphasised that greater public 
awareness i.s cruci.al to drive action a·nd 
pr·otect ch-ildren~ 

She also called for· improved 
p5ychological support and a long-overdue· 
update to child prote.ction policies, noting 
that Mal.aysia still :op.era·te-s under a 
framewo·rk intro·dt.1ced in 20.09. 

''While the leg~l structu·re existsT men·tal 
l1ealth and t·rauma services rema·1·n limit.ed, 
esp.e·cially in ruraJ areas such as .Sabah, 
Sarawak and the northern s·tates:' 

Universiti Putra Malaysia seni·or lecturer 
Dr Mohamad Naqi·uddi'n Dahamat Azam 
.said the c·as.e 'iwarra·nts irnmedi:at.e 
and multidim·ensional intervention'~ 

''The fact that a crime of this magnitude 
could occur and be monetised hig,hlights 
deep systemic vulnerabil.ities,1' he s·aid, 
warning t 'hat unchecked expl.oitation 
can in·flict la~ting psycht)logic:al harm 
a·nd lead to -societal desensttisat1on,. 

He stressed the need for early 
psychologi.,cal scree·ning and structLtred 
reh-abjl itation programmes for 
individuals at risk. 

''Psychology must play .~ central role 
in identifying 1~e.d fl.ags, e·specially signs 
of har111ful sex.ual interest, followe·d by 
long-term monitoring an.d ev:idence­
ba,sed rehabillt-ati.on;' he said:, urging. 
stri.ct·er safeguarding pr.dtocols within 
child-related institutions and stronger 
·publi·c. educatio1·1 on abuse prevention. 

Univer•sity of .No'ttingt,am Malaysia 
assoc.ja:te pro·fe·ssor Dr Siti Kha·dijah 
Zain al B_adri said the psycholog i•cal 
impact of such ·Crim,es extends beyond 
the victin1. 

'lsu~ch acts can leave the public 
feeling pc_lwerle·ss. l.t und.ermines trust ·i•n 
soti.ety an·d fosters a ble.ak worldview. 

''The dange·r lies in a society that 
b.ec.omes less l'esponsive and 
intreasin·gl.y passive, where violence and 
exploitation are consumed as c.onten,t 
rather· tha-h tonde1-nned as crime-s:' 


