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SERDANG: Tihe Highe,r E1d1ucation Ministry is in 
the process of id,entifying the strengths of each 
universit'y to be strategically mobili'sed in 
advancing the n.ational agenda on agriculture 
and food security. 

Its de,puty minister D,atuk Mustapha Sakmud 
s,aid the in1vo,lvement of academics and 
institutions of highier learnirng is cr,ucial to 
ensure th1e ag,enda is, achieved in a sus,tainable 
manner. 

''That is why w 1e strongly encourage 
netwo,rking among univers,ities, so we can pool 
all available expertise to ,collectively explore 
how ·to address food se,curity cha:llenges at 
reaso,nable costs;' h1e said after officiating at the 
clos.ing c,ere,mony of the National Food s.ecurity 
Conference 2025 at Universiti Putra Malaysi.a 
{UPM,) on w ·ed:ne,sday. 

The confer1ence, which began ,on Tuesday, 
w1as organised by UP',M in collaboration with the 
Higher Education Ministry a,nd the Agriculture 
and Food Security Ministry. 

The main focus of the conferen,ce, among 
O'thers, was to d1iscuss the dir1ecti,on of national 
agrricu.ltu.ral and food security policies. 

The event bro,ug,ht together policymake'rs, 
academics, NGOs, entreprerneurs, students and 
industry ;players in an open forum featuring1 

keynote addresses, plenary s,es,si,ons, resea:rch 
presentati,ons and panel discussi,ons. 

In his speech, Mustapha stressed tha,t a 
collaborative approach ii'nvo,lving va!rio,us 
stakeholders, including the go,vernment, 
industry players and farme:rs, is crucial for the 
country to address i'ts foo,d ,security challe,nges. 

1'One of the ke,y challenges facing the nation1 
is ensuring our, food secu,rity. Therefore, the 
effort to get everyone 'thinkin1g about this is vital 
to address this issue:' he s,aid. 

1UP,M vice-chancellor P,rof Datuk Dr Ahmad 
Farhan Mohd Sadulla1h s,aid the UPM-led Fo,od 
Secur'ity Nexus involves 2,0 public an1d seven1 
private universi'ties. 

''We've held several workshops and outlined 
several actions we aim to pursue, with the hope 
that high-impact research c,an be utilised by 
both the gov,ernment and industry,1' he said. 

UPM plans to br'o,aden cooperation to 
include Techn1ical and Vocational Educati,on and 
Training (TV:ET) institutions and po,lytechnics. 

''The use of technol~o,gy is V'ital to transform 
farming commlunities. High-level technology is 
typi,cally hous·ed wi'thin unive:rsities, but when i't 
comes to implementation, we n,e,ed t ,he 
involvement ,of TVET a·nd polytechnic 
institutions;' he said. - Bernama 


