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Enforcement must be 
done regularly, firms 
held accountable for 
hiring practices, 
say experts 
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TRICTER inspection pro
cedures for heavy vehicles 
alone will not resolve 
Malaysia's road safety is

sues without consistent and 
transparent enforcement. 

This was emphasised by Asso
ciate Professor Dr Law Teik Hua, 
head of the Road Safety Research 
Centre at Universit i Putra 
Malaysia. 

"Enforcement is too often in
consistent or reactive, typically 
only after incidents, which weak
ens its deterrent effect. 

"Tighter regulations, like deep
er tyre tread and sideboards, 
work only if they are regularly 
and randomly inspected," he told 
the New Straits Ti1nes. 

Law said enforcement agencies 
must be equipped with personnel 
and technology to conduct in
spections, especially at highway 
entries and exits, as well as in
dustrial zones. 

"Consistent follow
through and appro
priate penalties are 
crucial. 

"Severe sanctions, 
such as licence sus
pension or vehicle im
poundn1ent, must be 
implemented for non
compliance." 

held responsible. 
Commenting on the 

recent crash in Sw1gai 
Buloh, where a lorry 
collided with a motor
cycle and roadside 
stalls, Law said the in
cident highlighted 
safety concerns, par
ticularly the dangers 
heavy vehicles posed 
in pedestrian-heavy 
zones. 

However, Law said, 
without transparent, 
data-driven enforce
ment, stricter regula
tions might become 
n1erely syn1bolic. 

Associate Professor 
Dr Law Teik Hua 

He praised the 
emergency response, 
but stressed the i1n

portanc e of improved traffic 
n1anagement, stricter zoning for 
heavy vehicles, safer roadside se
tups and smarter urban planning 

J-Ie also highlighted the need to 
address systen1ic issues by plac
ing greater responsibility on 
companies that operate heavy ve
hicles. 

"Employers often 
take shortcuts, which 
put pressure on 
drivers to meet tight 
delivery deadlines, 
operate poorly main
tained vehicles or 
skip breaks. 

to protect road users. 
Professor Wong 

Shaw Voon, chairman 
of the Malaysian Insti
tute of Road Safety Re
search (Miros). agreed 
with Law, emphasis
ing that road safety re
quired involvement 
not just from the gov
ernment, but a lso 
from industry players 
and the public. 

"Companies must 
be held accountable 
for their hiring prac
tices, safety training 
and vehicle mainte
nance," he added, 
calling for stronger 
corporate responsi
bility. 
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"If regulations are 
not enforced, it 's as 
good as having none 
at all." 

Law said safety reforms might 
not bear fruit unless fleet oper
ators and logistics firn1s were 

Wong said co1npanies were ul
timately responsible for manag
ing drivers, vehicles and trans
port schedules. 

"Have companies truly done 
their best to adopt safer operat
ing standards? Some may clain1 
ignorance, while others prefer 
not to know. 

"Often, companies only learn 
the hard way - when one of their 
vehicles is involved in a crash 
that results in fatalities. 

"Yet, established standards like 
ISO 39001 (Road Traffic Safety 
Management System) exist. 

"Why wait to learn from a bad 
experience when the standard is 
already available?" 

Wong said there was a need for 
government mechanisms to en
sure companies conduct safe op
erations, while denying the per
ception that deadly accidents 
had no impact on a business' bot
tom Line. 

"The impact (of an accident) is 
not business as usual. 

"If a company is involved in a 
fatal crash, it risks losing the trust 
and business of its customers. 

"Companies must understand 
this. While a tragedy may not 
happen today, operating unsafely 
will eventual1ycome at a cost." 

On Saturday, Road Transport 
Depart1nent di rector-general 
Datuk Aedly Factly Ra1nli out
lined stricter inspection proce
dures for heavy vehicles. These 
include requirements for in
creased tyre tread depth and 
sideboards that align with each 
vehicle's permit and technical 
specifications. 


