
FRIM on mission to classify 15.000 flora • spec es 
KUALA LUMPUR: Mal.aysia js ad
H ad ancin,. in cl -ume1 ting tt 
rich lora] diver ity ha rin cla 
ifi d 2 • r · ru · fan tima d 

ts,, 00plantspe ie undertl1t Flo 
ra •. , Pen in ula.r Malaysia proj ct. 

Tm • ·ni fa: i b the Fore or 
Research Inst1 ute-Malaysia (FRIM) 

ms to detail lbe distribution ec;ol
ogy, uses and ex, inction staru o 1 

ac ,1 p -ci -stoen urethehprotec·
uon and pres,ervation. 

Eight r -ea·ch"I from FRI 
• . orking alongsi local and int r
nation.al scientists~ are pearhea -
ing the monumental project which 
beg n in 993. 

To da I e, tie tean1 l a coUe·c:t d 
.. • e 300.000 plant ampl s . metic

ufou y -tor d at FRIM fa . i it 
bere their taxormmi -s ar being 

docu111ent:ed. 

KNO LE G 

FJo,ral Bi,od'..' 
'l11eadDIS m en - an O r 

their .finding cc e to the 
u 

includ - th FLor . of .P n-

Biodn~ -rslty 
i: -intricately 

lln.ked to the 
ettvironment 
Ourfo,restc, the 
most diverse 
,ecosystems, are 
also ,the most 
efficient carbon 
s,equence-rs. 
DR: SAMi YEN YEN 
Floral B1odi1ver.s1 y 

rogr .mm h ad 

insular Malay a and • ·, Flo -a of 
· a . nd . a ,awak ,vaU blei • oth 
print and online. 

How V • • RI ' 
110 entiI, l · open-..acce s, a certain 
pee ,es wi h commer,c .. I a e or 

tho e ,t Ii k oif e tin tion r , .uire 
safeguardling. 

'"This preca tion n ·ur he ·e 
species are notexplolted by lndlvidu
als with vest d iuteresi- sh tol _ • he 
New Straits. Times. 

. - r1 11 1- -,, , r ·,: rcher -t na u-
• • and He gen ral pubUc can 

acce most O'f ·. be 1nforma:tion by 
. i iting PRIM' library. 

ICULOU . DC S 
Tbe docume1 ,rauon proc, begit1s 
wi h ventur"ng int the forest to - 1-
1 ct plant samp,I .. sa.i a.m. 

We · 11en identify an lab 1 the1n 
on be1·bariun sheet sb said. 

The team prioritises specimens 
with flowers ,or fruits as the e are 
k y morph logical tr. it fo • di t• n

uish ·ng s ci s .. 
Veg _ tative fi ature lik 1eaves, 

and _v· 0 a e often t ,o ·m· ] rt 
differ, nti -1t •. sh .• dd d. 

The id ntifica ton proc soften 
in olve re , ren 1n bo ani al - x 
or con ulting taxonomic experts. 

, - b 1 a, th her ' a ium he1 

a:r equall vital on aining ucial 
information ucb a· • ,con tton loca
tion d te .. lowe • n° · ason nd 
, raditional n1edieinal u es. 

''This informa ion al o aid in 
re orestation and r,evegeta -• on 
efforts/ he aid. 

Knowing the flow -nng or .fruit 
in - , a on • l1 w u o JI t ia ~ 
blemater aL.gro,w i bemu1 urseri 
and eventually reuuroduc th m 
into the Nild. 

To protect their work. dupHcat, 
of-ampl . are entto other hert>aria 
tor, ducethe .ri ·1 ofda,ato · from 
d • a te r sud as fi e . 

She s id her oll aEn1es ar now 
niappiI glm[ ortamtPlantAreas and 
Ji ,y B.iodivers ty as tio identify 
r.egions crucial for oons rving huger 
plant groups. 

By focu • ing n th • e rea . w 
can prior de· 01ise vation effort· 
andpirot t not iu tindivi ual .pe

t n i r,e o · te m ,, he 

C I C T 
The grea , e tumbling b ,o k. aid 
Sam i a laclt of manpm er. 

'We need m - atten, ion : n b" -
diveri ity especially · · its im m.· .. 
ance grows n ,- h :fi ce of cl 'mate 
ha.nge. 

"Biodiversity is intncateiy Un ked 
to th -nvironment. Our forest • tbe 
most di e se ,ecosy ems. are al o 
tl1e most efficient carbon sequenc
er . 

umv, ·i iPu raMalay iaD. p -t
mem: of Forest ct no ~ and Biodiv r
slty lecturer A ·. s late Prof.es or Dr 

ohd • azr,e aleh. , aid the lack of a 
p:1:uperplantinventorywa concern
h1g a - it p 1t , pee1e -at r I k. 

1Wh n cl velopmen o cu , 
• vela_ 1er - m -y be u1 awa e of 
nd nge11 d p]antsJa the ar; a. While 

Enviranmen al Impact A e· " r tien 
(EIA) report require flora sa.inpling . 
ther "s no way to verify if it 's done 
correct . in the field. 

orov , v n wb n spe -if. 
spec·e a.r id 1 tHt d~ ther, no 
legal obUgation to , ro·c torr l cate 
th m, headded. 

ly lyli Mars,ya Is and,ar 


