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PETALI G JAYA: Malaysia''s 
wo kforce is gr,eying as older 
workers take up a growing share 
of the Jabour market 

According to data from the 
tatis:tics. Deparonent (DOSM) the 

number of workers aged 50 and 
above ha· gone up from 1 9 mil­
lion (14.7% of the labour force) in 
2011 to 2.,61 million (15.8%) in 
.2023. 

As of December last year 
formal sector worker aged 50 
and above w,ere largely employed 
in the se1rvtce sector (688,1700 
p,ersnnst, followed by manu­
.facturing (202 000 pe,rsons) nd 
consitruction (1 1l 700 per• ons). 

'This trend has led to the rise of 
the muUig•enerationa~ work­
forc,e said Chai Sen Tyng, a 
enior re, earcher at Univer '·ti 

Puita Malay ia alay: ian 
Research Institute· on Ageing. 

A multigenerauonal lvorkforce 
.• a workplac \'\.Tith employ,ee· 
fi'om mu1tip]e · eneration. , ran­
ging from Baby Booroers (those 
born from 1946-1964) to 
Generation Z (19197-2012). 

Chai added frta the counoys 
ageing population is among the 
m,ea on wh . the labour force ';, 
greymg. 

Another reason is the rising 
retirement age. 

"Thei increasing nurnbe of peo 
ple in the labour o,r e aged so 
and above was also due to the 
,effect ofthe incvease in minimum 
retirement ag:e passed in 201.2, 
from S 5 to 60;" aid Chai. 

DOSM' data sho,ws that the 
hare of worker -. ged between 

SO and 54 declined t,o 47.9% 
in 2023 compared to 52.1 % in 
2011. 

How·ever the share· ,of workers 
ag d h twe n .· s and 59 grew 
from 31.2% in 2011 to 34.1% in 
2.023. 

The, share of workers a ed 
betw,een 60 and 64 also went up 
from 1'61.8% to 18%,. 

DOSM categorises Mala sia as 
an ageing nation, with thosje aged 
60 and above making up t1.6o/o 
(3.9 million), o,f the 3 .1 million 
p,opu ation last year. 

The United Nadons, mean­
while defines an ageing country 
as one where 7% of the popula­
tion • aged 65 and above. 

Acco ding • o the . ' i a country 
be . ome . an aged .o iety when 
more than 14% of the population 
is 65 and above. 

When those aged 65 and above 
make up 20% of the population a 
country will then rieach supe•r­
aged st tu ·. 

In , 970, only 5.5% of the 
1\1La1aysia population was over 
the age of 60 while thos,e below· 
the age of 14 inade up 44.5o/o. 

By last year the· har-e of people 
below the age of 14 had fallen to 
22.2o/o while those over the age of 
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Number of formal s,ector emplioyees by ag,e 
gro,up and econom1i:,c activity in December 2024 
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6,0 grew to 11.6%. 
Acco ding to DOSM s. projec­

tions . the· sha:fie of the population 
aged 60 and ahov,e· will continue 
to lise to 23 .. 4% by 2050. 
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P'erak curr,ently has, the highest 
percen1 age ofpeopl,e aged 60 and 
above at 4. 9,% . followed by 
arawak U 3,.4%) and Kedah 

(13..3% as of this year. 


