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HE long-term health and 
economic burdens of e­
cigarettes are expected 
to outweigh any short­

term financial gains to the coun­
try, economists said. 

Universiti Putra Malaysia se­
nior economics lecturer Dr Wen­
cy Bui Kher Thinng said the eco­
nonlic returns ge11erated by sale 
and taxatio11 of e-cigarettes, pop­
ularly called vapes, were relative­
ly small and short-term. 

"While the vape industry may 
generate some short-term eco­
nomic activity, such as retail 
sales and limited tax revenue, 
these benefits are quickly offset 
by rising healthcare costs, declin­
ing prodt1ctivity, and the broader 
social burden of addiction, ill­
ness, and pre1nature death/' she 
told the New Straits Times. 

She said vape-related illl1esses 
and fatalities not only strained 
the public l1ealthcare system but 
also reduced the nation's labour 

force, diminishing the country's 
productive capacity over time. 

crPeople often focus on imme­
diate economic gait1s and overlook 
these long-term consequences. We 
must recog11.ise that economic sus­
tainability depends 011 a healthy 
popu]atio11,n she said. 

B11i said th.e government esti-
1nated that treating a case of va­
ping-associated lung injury costs 
about RMlS0,000. 

She said this was only the cost 
of hospitalisation and excluded 
wider economic i1npacts. 

"Taking into account indirect 
costs, such as lost prodttctivity, 
job loss due to ]ong-term health 
isst1es, financial strain on fam­
ilies a11d the opportunity cost of 
family members leaving the 
workforce to provide care, the to­
tal societal cost becomes sub­
stantially higher," she said. 

She said vaping should be 
banned and accompanied by 
strong enforcement, effect ive 
tracking and monitoring, and on­
going public education. 

Putra Business Schoo l 
economist Associate Professor Dr 

Ahmed Razman Abdttl Latiff 
echoed similar concerns, warn­
ing of the hidden costs of losing 
key household contribi1tors to 
vape-related illnesses or death. 

He said if the government 
banned vaping wit hout strong 
e11forcement, the situation could 
mirror that of the cigarette in­
dustry, where more than half the 
products sold in Malaysia were 
sm11ggled. 

"Whe11 it comes to protecting 
pt1blic health, we should not con­
sider the vape industry's eco­
nomjc co11tributjon, just as we do 
with other banned substances," 
he said. 

Malaysian Vape Cha1nber of 
Commerce secretary-general 
Ridhwan Rosli said there was no 
regt1latory body responsible for 
inspecting vape products. 

"At present, Sirim only inspects 
the battery components, while 110 

regulatory authority is tasked 
with ensuring the safety of the 
substances used in vape devices. 

"Vapes sold in the United States 
and United Kingdom adhere to 
strict Food and Drt1g Adminis­
tration and Et1ropean Union 
stai1dards. 

"However, those in Malaysia do 
not follow any of these stan­
dards." 


