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Recently the US-Japan
Cooperative Medical Sci-
ence Program (USJCM-
SP) convened “The 6™ In-
ternational Conference
On Emerging Infectious
Diseases in the Pacific
Rim” at the Westin Phil-
ippine Plaza Hotel in Ma-
nila, the Philippines.
This meeting was the
sixth in the series of sci-
entific meetings spon-
sored by the United
States-Japan Cooperative
Medical Science Program
to explore and discuss the
scientific approaches
needed to address the

problem of emerging and

re-emerging infectious
. diseases.

This was obviously a
complex and difficult
task. The organizing com-
mittee for this meeting has
chosen to focus discus-
sion on two topics-bacte-
rial diarrheal diseases and
viral zoonotic diseases.

To achieve these focus
of discussion, selected

and invited participants in
this meeting were ask to
participate in one of the
two working groups to fa-
cilitate this discussion and
prepare their report which
summarizes their discus-
sions and recommenda-
tions for further action.

The key questions for
discussion were (1) What
collaborative research ef-
forts involving scientist in
the region are needed to
address the problem of
emerging and re-emerg-
ing infectious diseases
and (2) What steps, if any,
are needed to ensure that
the research infrastructure
in the region can address
the need for basic, epide-
miological and clinic re-
search; research training;
information resources
(i.e. Internet Access); re-
search and comunication
network; disease surveil-
lance and specialized re-
agents.

Associate Professor
Dr. Son Radu from the

Department of Biotech-
nology, Faculty of Food
Science and Biotechnolo-
gy, University Putra Ma-
laysia was invited as a par-
ticipant in the discussion
group I on the “Enteric
Infections in the Pacific
Rim: Prospect for Preven-
tion and Control”.

This discussion group
was co-chaired by Profes-
sor John J. Mekalanos
(Chairman of Havard
Medical School, USA)
and Dr. Haruo Watanabe
(Director, National Insti-
tute of Infectious Diseas-
es, Tokyo, Japan).

Several plenary lec-
tures were presented such
as: Molecular determi-
nants of bacterial patho-
genesis (Prof. John J. Me-
kalanos); Influence of hu-
man behavior on emerg-
ing infectious diseases: a
reference of Japanese En-
cephalitis (Professor
Akira Oya, Emeritiuis
member, National Insti-
tute of Infectious Diseas-

es, Tokyo, Japan); Helico-
bacter pylori; Epidemiol-
ogy and pathogenesis of
malignant disease (Pro-
fessor Martin Blaser,
Chairman , Department of
Medicine , New York Uni-
versity School of Medi-
cine, USA); and The
Enigma of emerging viral
zoonoses in the Pacific
Rim (Professor John Mac-
kenzie, University of
Queensland, Australia).

Professor Mitsuaki
Nishibuchi from Kyoto
University, Japan present-
ed a paper entitiled “Re-
gional research Collabo-
rations on the Emerging
Bacterial Enteric Patho-
gens in Asia”, a collec-
tions of data contributed
by invited participants
from Malaysia, Thailand,
Bangladesh-: India , Viet-
nam and Japan.

The invited partici-
pants were appointed as
experts and focal points in
their personal capacity for
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contionued effort in the
surveillance of emerging
and re-emerging bacteri-
al enteric pathogens such
as Salmonella spp, Vibrio
spp and Escherichia coli
0157:H7 and non-0157.
The pool of the select-
ed experts were also re-
quested to monitor for the
Shigella spp which has
been noted to be a re-
emerging pathogen based
on country reports during
the discussion. The types
of information of interest
include the monitoring for
antibiotic resistance pat-

terns, virulence character-
istics and molecular epi-
demiology of this patho-
gens.

Associate Professor Dr.
Son Radu and his collab-
orators from the Centre
for Southeast Asian Stud-
ies, Kyoto University, Ja-
pan (Professor Mitsuaki
Nishibuchi) and Prince of
Songkla University, Thai-
land (Associate Professor
Dr. Varaporn Vuddhakul)
has been awarded a re-
search grant by the US-Ja-
pan Cooperative Medical

Science Program.



