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Recently the US-Japan
Cooperative Medical Sci-
ence Program (USJCM-
SP) convened "The 6th In-
ternational Conference
On Emerging Infectious
Diseases in the Pacific
Rim" at the Westin Phil-
ippine Plaza Hotel in Ma-
nila, the Philippines.

This meeting was the
sixth in the series of sci-
entific meetings spon-
sored by the United
States-Japan Cooperative
Medical Science Program
to explore and discuss the
scientific approaches
needed to address the
problem of emerging and .
re-emerging infectious

• diseases.
This was obviously a

complex and difficult
task. The organizing com-
mittee for this meeting has
chosen to focus discus-
sion on two topics-bacte-
rial diarrheal diseases and
viral zoonotic diseases.

To achieve these focus
of discussion, selected

and invited participants in
this meeting were ask to
participate in one of the
two working groups to fa-
cilitate this discussion and
prepare their report which
summarizes their discus-
sions and recommenda-
tions for further action.

The key questions for
discussion were (1) What
collaborative research ef-
forts involving scientist in
the region are needed to
address the problem of
emerging and re-emerg-
ing infectious diseases
and (2) What steps, if any,
are needed to ensure that
the research infrastructure
in the region can address
the need for basic, epide-
miological and clinic re-
search; research training;
information resources
(i.e. Internet Access); re-
search and comunication
network; disease surveil-
lance and specialized re-
agents.

Associate Professor
Dr. Son Radu from the

Department of Biotech-
nology, Faculty of Food
Science and Biotechnolo-
gy, University Putra Ma-
laysia was invited as a par-
ticipant in the discussion
group I on the "Enteric
Infections in the Pacific
Rim: Prospect for Preven-
tion and Control".

This discussion group
was co-chaired by Profes-
sor John 1. Mekalanos
(Chairman of Havard
Medical School, USA)
and Dr. Haruo Watanabe
(Director, National Insti-
tute of Infectious Diseas-
es, Tokyo, Japan).

Several plenary lec-
tures were presented such
as: Molecular determi-
nants of bacterial patho-
genesis (Prof. John 1. Me-
kalanos); Influence ofhu-
man behavior on emerg-
ing infectious diseases: a
reference of Japanese En-
cephalitis (Professor
Akira Oya, Emeritiuis
member, National Insti-
tuteof Infectious Diseas- .

es,Tokyo, Japan); Helico-
bacter pylori; Epidemiol-
ogy and pathogenesis of
malignant disease (Pro-
fessor Martin Blaser,
Chairman, Department of
Medicine, New YorkUni-
versity School of Medi-
cine, USA); and The
Enigma of emerging viral
zoonoses in the Pacific
Rim (Professor John Mac-
kenzie, University of
Queensland, Australia).

Professor Mitsuaki
Nishibuchi from Kyoto
University, Japan present-
ed a paper entitiled "Re-
gional research Collabo-
rations on the Emerging
Bacterial Enteric Patho-
gens in Asia", a collec-
tions of data contributed
by invited participants
from Malaysia, Thailand,
Bangladesh India, Viet-
nam and Japan.

The invited partici-
pants were appointed as
experts and focal points in
their personal capacity for
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The Vibrio cholerae working group. From left Associate
Professor (AP) Dr Varaporn Vuddhakul (Thailand), AP Dr Son
Radu (UPM), Professor Dr Mitsuaki Nishibuchi (Japan), Prof
Dr john LMekalanos (Chairman, Harvard Medical School) and
Prof Dr I.Karunasagar (India).

contionued effort in the
surveillance of emerging
and re-emerging bacteri-
al enteric pathogens such
as Salmonella spp, Vibrio
spp and Escherichia coli
0157:H7 and non-0157.

The pool of the select-
.ed experts were also re-
quested to monitor for the
Shigella spp which has·
been noted to be a re-
emerging pathogen based
on country reports during
the discussion. The types
of information of interest
include the monitoring for
antibiotic resistance pat-

terns, virulence character-
istics and molecular epi-
demiology of this patho-
gens.
Associate Professor Dr.
Son Radu and his collab-
orators from the Centre
for Southeast Asian Stud-
ies, Kyoto University, Ja-
pan (Professor Mitsuaki
Nishibuchi) and Prince of
Songkla University, Thai-
land (Associate Professor
Dr. Varaporn Vuddhakul)
has beep awarded a re-
search grant by the US-Ja-
pan Cooperative Medical
Science Program.
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KESELAMATAN
merupakan satu aspek
yang paling penting
dalam pengendalian
makmal. Sikap dan kes-
edaran terhadap kesela-
matan makmal mesti
dipupuk kepada semua
peringkat pengguna sa-
mada pelajar mahupun
kakitangan.

Keselamatan makrnal
adalah tanggungjawab
bersama an tara pihak
pengguna dan pen guru-
san dan perlu diberikan
perhatian yang serius
pada masa ini.

Setiap individu yang
terlibat perlu melengkap-
kan diri dengan pengeta-
huan ten tang pentingnya
menjaga keselamatan dan

sentiasa mengamalkan
budaya kerja yang ter-
atur, berdisiplin dan sela-
mat.

Di atas kesedaran
betapa pentingnya kese-
lamatan, Jawatankuasa
Keselamatan Fakulti
Sains dan Pengajian
Alam Sekitar telah men-
gadakan Seminar Kese-
daran Keselamatan baru-
baru ini bertempat di Pu-
tra Environmental Labo-
ratory.

Seminar sehari ini di-
hadirillO pegawai mak-
mal di Fakulti Sains dan
Pengajian Alam Sekitar.
Seminar ini dirasmikan
oleh Timbalan Dekan
(Akademik), Fakulti
Sains dan Pengajian

Alam Sekitar. Prof.
Madya Dr. Johari Ramli.

Dalam ucapannya, Dr.
Johari menyatakan ba-
hawa tahap keselamatan
di dalam makmal boleh
.ditingkatkan melalui pen-
ingkatan kesedaran dan
sikap samaada secara pen-
didikan rasmi atau tidak
dengan mematuhi peratu-
ran asas untuk mencegah
berlakunya malapetaka.

Tambah beliau tujuan
seminar ini diadakan
adalah untuk mende-
dahkan kepada para
pengguna makmal ten-
tang cara-cara yang ter-
baik dalam usaha untuk
meningkatkan keselama-
tan di dalam makmal
yang meliputi beberapa

seminar
Dr. Yahya dari Pusat Kesihatan Pelajar menunjukkan kaedah pemulihan

aspek penting yang biasa
- berlaku semasa melaku-
kan kerja-kerja di dalam
makrnal.

Kemalangan di dalam
makrnal, apabila berlaku
memerlukan pemikiran
dan langkah positif yang
berkesan. Iajuga memer-
lukan penilaian dan ka-
walan keadaan yang
secukupnya sebelum ker-
ja dapat diteruskan, leb-
ih-lebih lagi dalam kead-

aan kecemasan.
Sebanyak 3 kertas ker-

ja telah dibentagkan
dalam seminar tersebut
iaitu Kesedaran Kesela-
matan Tanggungjawab
Siap a? Oleh Prof.
Madya Dr. Elias Sa ion,
Keselamatan Kimia oleh
Dr. Sidik Silong, Kesela-
matan Biologi oleh Teng-
ku Hanidza Tengku Is-
mail.

Selain itu seminar ini

juga menjemput Bahagi-
an Keselamacan dan Pu-
sat Kesihatan untuk satu
slot khas iaitu Pencega-
han Kebakaran dan Per-
tolongan Cemas.

Selain daripada pem-
bentangan kertas kerja,
semua peserta ditayang-
kan persembahan video
bertajuk Safety in the
General Chemistry Lab-
oratory dan Toxic Hazard
in Industry.


