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TOUCHED BY A DIVINE AFFLATUS: THE LIFE,WORKS, AND
IDEOLOGY OF RABINDRANATH TAGORE
lA brief outline of Ihe lalk by Assoc. Prof Dr. Mohammad A Quayum on 13 Augusl 1998)

Tagore was born on 7 MaylS61 in a rich and culturally prominent
family in Calcutta, Bengal. His father Debendranath Tagore was" re-
nowned religious reformer.Tagore was the fourteenth child in a family
offifteen.All the members of his family were blessed with rare endow-
ments in literature, ITlUSic, <1[[, philosophy, and mathematics. However,
Tagore came to excel and overshadow them all. Named afier the sun
(rabi in Bengali, derived from Sanskrit ravi, means the sun), he truly
lived up to his name. Like the sun he shed light and warmth ceaselessly
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upon his people and vitalized the mental and moral soil of his land.
Tagore's reputation, especially in the West, lies preeminently in his po-
etic ac,:hievemcnts. He was a poet of bafillng, breathtaking cre;1tivlty.
He had written about 7,000 lines of verse even before he was eight-
een. Tagore's genius, however, \vas rnultifaccted; he was a darling of
versatility. A poet, he was also an actor, a playwright, producer, musi-
cian, painter, educationjst, cultural refOrl11Cr, philosopher, novelist, short
story writer, and a critic of life and literature. Altogether Tagore wrote

more than] 000 poems and more than 2000 songs (of which he wrote
both the lyrics and the music). Moreover, he wrote nearly two dozen
plays, eight novels, eight or more volumes of short stories, and cl mass of
prose on literary, social, religious, political and cultural issues. He was
also the founder of a university, the Visva-Bharati, which Tagore de-
clared, "like a vessel carries the cargo of my life's best treasure."

Tagore received many accolades in his illustrious life. Of them, the
most outstanding was the Nobel Prize for Literature in] 9] 3. He was
also knighted by king George V of England in 1915. Furthermore, he
received an honorary doctorate fi:om Oxford University in 1940, for
which the Oxford traveled to the poet's doorsteps instead of the poet
traveling to Oxford.

It c"n be said "bolltTagore that he almost single-handedly brought
about a revival in Bengali literature, culture, and consciollsness. He was
also cl pioneer of the Indi~Hl R..enaissance. For his contribution to the
revitalization of Indian culture and psyche, he came to be reckoned "a
supreme sYl11boi of India's culture and spirit." However,Tagore was tOO

much of a colossus to be confined either to Bengal or to India. He
belonged to Asia and he belonged to the world. His message,asJawaharlal
Nehru commented in a personal letter to a biographer ofTagore, "was
[,not] narrowly national. lit was meant] for the world."ExplainingTagore's
contribution to the world, the scientist Albert Einstein said,"[Hc] served
mankind all through rhis] long and fruitful life, spreading everywhere a
gentle and free thought in a manner loflndian] Seers."

Tagorc was essentially a messenger of peace. non-violence, and broth-
erhood of mankind across races and religions. He believed in the prin-
ciples of Universalism and P-eligion of Man, that there will be time
when all the races (mel religions of the world, sacrificing their narrow
differences, \,vitl come to live harmoniously together. He derived Illany
of his teachinf,"S fi-onl the Hindu scriprures such as the Bhagavad Gita
and the Upanishads; yet, like Mahatma Gandhi, he was opposed to
religiolls fanaticisnl, and e\'en provided Sevcre~t of criticisms against
Hindu social institutions and religious practices that encouraged super-
stition and inequality and tolerated injustice in society. Explaining his
principle of religious unity, for example, Tagore once s"id, "We must
go beyond all narrow bounds and look towards the day when Buddah,
Christ, and Mohammed will become one:'
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SEMINAR DAN PAMERAN
TULISAN KHAT JAWI
- KHAT ARTIFAK KEHIDUPAN
M. Heirwan Mubin

Pada 15 Ogos ] 998, berrernpat di Panggung Percubaan Universiti
Purra Malaysia tclah bcrlangsung satu seminar Khat Jawi yang
bcrtcmakan "Khat Artifak Kehidupan". Seminar vang julung-julung
kali diadakan di UPM ini telah dianjurkan oleh Persatuan Perwakilan
Mahasiswa Wawasan (PEI1...MAWAN) dan Fakulti Pengajian Bahasa
Modell dengan kcrjasama Bahagian Hal Ehwal Pclajar UPM yang
relah dirasmikan olch Y B. Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi selaku Ketua
Pergerakan pernuda UMNO Malaysia.

Sclcsai majlis pcrasmian serta ucap utama beliau tclah dibawa
mcnyaksikan pameran senia Khat lawi hasil kerja tangan pelajar-pelajar
yang mcngambil kursus BI3M 3402. Sebanyak riga kcrtas kcrja telah
dibentallgkan oleh ahli-ahli panel yang terdiri daripada Prof. Dr.Amat
Juhari Moain, Debn. Fakulti Pengajian 13ahasa Moden, UPM, Prof.
Madya Dr. Muhammad I:lukhari Lubis, Fakulti Pengajian Islam, UPM
dan Dr. Hj. Mohd. Hussein Hj. 13aharuddin, Pensyarah, Fakulti
Pengajian 13ahasa Moden UPM juga sebku Penasihat seminar dengan
dipengerusikan oleh Prof. Madya Dr. Ramli Isin.

P;lIneran seni KhatJawi ini teJah discrikan dengJn pertanding31l
menu lis Khat Jawi. Pcrtandingan ini tdah dibahagibn kcpada lima
kategori iaitu terbuka/pelajar UPM yang dibahagikan kepada muslim
dan non muslim, sekolah l1leneng"h dan rendah serra kategori
penyertaan daripacb st"tr UPM Penyerta"n yang begitumenggalakkan
untuk sctiap kategori terutamanya bagi kategori sckolah menengah
dan rendah.

Mcllurut pengarah progralll, SdI'. Ansari Hj. Ln. seminar serta
palneran ini bertujuan Inendekatkan serta mendedahkan pelajar
deng:lll teknik terkini dalam.penuliS:lll Jawi. Pendckatall ini sejajar
dengan keny"taan YI3 Datuk Ahll1"d Zahid Hamidi dalarll ucapan
perasmian beliau yang tersiar chlam M ingguan Malaysia 16 Ogos,
bahawa usul Illcrnartabatkan serta mcnobatkan tulisall jawi ak:ltl
mcnjadi sebahagiall daripada pcndiriall rasilli Pergerakall Penllida
UMNO Malaysia.

Scsi penLltLip dan penyampai"n hadiah telah disell1purnakan oleh
Prof. Madya Dr. Mohd. FaLizi Mol"".Ilm"d, Pengar"h PLisat Islam
UPM Belial.! juga nlengusulkall supay::t progralll yang gClllilang ini
1l1elljadi agenda tahunan dengan kCljasJllla daripada Pusat Islam
sendiri.

SER DANG: Na1b Canselor tebh
menyarnpaikan ucapan tahniah
Universiti kepada Persatuan
Pelajar-pelajar Indonesia UPM
kerana bcrjaya menganjurkan In-
doncsia Cultural Night Scmpena
Menyambut UIJng Tahun kc-53
di UPM pada rnabl1l itu yang tebh
diadakan scmpena Ulan~ Tahun
kc-53 Kemerdekaan Indonesia
1998.

Dalaill majlis tersebut Naib
Canselor telah menyehut,
"Langkah pelal"r-pelajar dari In-
donesia ini adalah disokong oleh
UPM kerana ini akan dapat
mcmantapkan pe~sefaharnan
serantau dalam sCl11angat Ase~H1".

Prof. Tan Sri Naib Cll'Iselor
rnenyataLm bahawa program yang
diadakan pada malam itll akanjuga
memberi erti besar dabm usaha
UPM untuk memllpuk scrnangat
kerjasama di antara pelajar-pclajar
di lIniversiti ini. Seperti yang kita
sedia makl1lll1 pelapr-pelajar di
UPM terdiri daripada pelbagai
latar bebkang kebudayaan, agama,
liangsa dan negara.

"Oleh yang demikian saya
yakin Malam Kebudayaan Indo-
nesia yang dianjurkan oleh
Perhimpllnan Pe1ajar IndonC'sia di
UPM pada malam ini abn dapat
n1encapJi rnatlamat st'perti yang
dinyatakan di atas tadi". Universiri
akan sentiasa memberi sokongan
kepada nUI1a-mana .iua pelajar dari
negJra-negara luar untuk

mengadakan sambutan Hari
Kebangsaan negara nusing-m3sing
di universiti ini. Ini adalah kerana
UPM mcngamalkan dasar tcrbuka
dan mcmandang aktjviti'-clktiviti
Y,1I1g sedclllikian itu sebagai lIsaha
baik untuk ll1elllupuk sClllangat
kekita"n dal"", konteks globalisasl.

Seluruh rnasyarakat UPM
berdoa agar Indonesia tcrus
meneapai kt'111ajuan dan

ditangani bubn sahaja oleh Indo-
nesia tetapi juga oleh Malaysia. Saya
pt'rcaya Indonesia Illempunyai
kekuatan dan kemampuan untuk
mengatasi apa jua masalah yang
dihadapi dem.i untuk kernakrnuran
raky;:lt kedua-dua bllah negara.

Saya sek~lli lagi mengucapka.n
St'lal1lat Menyal11but Hari
Kemerdc'kaan Indonesia kcpada
pelajar-pelajar dari Indonesia di

TOUCHED BY TAGORE
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Suguna Devi alp Peariosomy • Geetha 01p Balagopal

A cultural show featuring an
evcning of songs, dances, a read-
er's theatre "nd a dance drama
was held on ti,e l-lth and] 5th of
August at the Panggung
Percubaan, UPM to venerate the
lllelllory, name and spirit of
l'"Z.abindranath Tagore. Tagore, an
eminent Bengali poet, \".'asrhe first
Asian to win the Nobel Award for

sian featuring studellts dancing to the lllelodious songs written by
Tagore. We danced to a song entitled "Gralll Chara", a song Tagore
writes in praise of his motherland the land that brings joy to his heart.
"I cannot leave this land, for the sweet sounds of the breeze, birds and
n:Hure brings beatitude," he \vrites,

It was a 111elllorable 1110ment for us 3S \~e danced into the hall
filled with guests, to the singing of the choir. We interpreted the song
with a wide range of hand and body 1ll0vel1lents. Clc"r1y, the lllallY
hours of practice and preparation seemed worth\vhilc as \\le noticed
the audiences' £1Oes light up as we danced araollnd them. The ap-

Anak-anak pe/ajar tunlt menjayakan majlis Ma/am Kebudayaan Indonesia

kecernerlangan daJam pernbangun-
nan sebagai sebuah negara yang
merdeb dan berdaulat. Masalah
serantall berkaitan dengan
kegaw<Itan ekonomi merupakan
satu cabaran besar yang perlu

Universiti 1ni khasnya dan eli Indo-
nesia arnnya.

Akhir sekali kami semua berdoa
agar negara Indonesia dan semua
rak.ryatnyahidup aman, rnakmur dan
diberkati tuhan.

Literoture in 1913. The show was
jointly organized by the Malaysian
Bengalee Association and Fakulti
Pengaji"n Bahasa Moden.

The evening's progranl fo-
cused on the musical and poetical
aspects of Tag ore's work. It was
an everting rich \vith ethnic h..l-

pia use we received further confirmed how pleased they were at our
pel{orrnance. It was truly an evenjng to renlenlber for all of us as \ve
exited the hall.

Overall, the dance not only gave us an insight of the life and
works of Tagore, it was also an evening that saw the harmonious
collaboratin of students, lecturers and members of the Malaysian
Bengalee Association to create an atmosphere of esprit de corps.

Saru daripada aeafa yang
dipersembJhkan PJda M;tia!ll
Kebudayaall Tiga Bahasa sempt;:nJ.
mcngenang Tagore pada 14 dan 15
Ogos 1998 baru-baru Ini iabh
nyanyian koir. Kllmpulan yang tcrdiri
darip:1cla 22 perempu:1n dJ.n 8 lak.i-
bki itll rerdiri d.1ripadJ peIajJr semes-
ter 4 dan 5, Bacelor Sasrera (Bahasa
INggerjs), Faklilti Pcngaji,m Bahasa
Moedn. '

Menurut ketuanya saudara Khali.1
Hushairi Abdul Manan, kumpulan
tersebut baru sahaja ditubuhkan iaitll

KamaruzomonMohomed Anffin• Mohamad HishomAbu Somah
Amrino Omor • Nor AzIirlo Hang Tuah • Nor Azlina fv'ooarof. Zairatul Hanum Badarvddin • Tam

pada pertengahan bulan Jun Has
inisiatifPuan Nomita Paul, pensyarah
dj Jabatan Bahasa Inggeris dan juga
selaku pcnyelaras projek. KUlllpulan
ini mcnuflltnya Iagi mengadakan
latihan sebanyak dua kali seminggu
di b:lwah bimbingan s;'Iudara
Moh,1l113d Ahsan Habib .tau leb1h
dikenali sebaga} "Mr Choby" seorang
pemuzlk yang berasal dari B:mgladesh.
Komitmen dan kesungguhan yang
ditllnjukkan oleh ahli (ebh berjaya
memanrapkan mutu persembahan
dalam nusa yang singkat. Empat buah

bgi y.1ng dinyanyikall pada mabm itu
iabh Utho utho Rc, Gram chara,Alo
Am.lr Alo Ogo eLm Purano Sheei
Diner Kotha.

Menurut salah scorang ahli
kUlllpubn. pada lll11.lanya agak kekok
dankurang berminat lll1tllk
mellyanyikan Iagi bahasa 13anga1i
tetapi lama kelanuan terasa serunok
dan begitl.! mcngasyikkan.
Sungguhpun terpaksa I1lcmbahagikan
masa eli antara kuliah dan 13tihal1
namaull mereka terap mencuba
bersunggl.lh-sungguh.

R:na-rJta penomon yang ditemui
ll1enyatakan rasa PU:lS hati mcreka
terhadap persembahan p<lda Illalam
itt!. Seorang penonron dari United
Kingdom, saudJra Jeff Davis
meIuahkan rasa kag1.11l1persembahan
koir yang dikoordil1Jsikan dcngan
tarian yang begitu lemah gClnalai. OJ
:1taskect'llleralllgan tersebllt ada ura-
lira bahawa kumpulan Koir tersebut
ak;lll dijemput mengadakan
persembahan eli salah scbuah
Kedutaan Luar di ibll ncgara.
Diharapkan begitulah. Klllllpu/all Koir - bcr/(Jlari)dakallgkall gmll/Jar R. Tagore




