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By
GAO YUAN
August 2023
Chair : Chin Mooi San, PhD
Faculty : Modern Language and Communication

As a traditional method of drama creation, "play-within-a-play” can create a faint
foreshadowing, exquisite and fascinating drama effect, which is used by many
dramatists. As a famous dramatist in the middle of Qing Dynasty, Jiang Shiquan
was also expert in using this artistic technique in his dramatic works. The
purpose of this thesis is to explore the narrative art and creative principles of
Jiang Shiquan's "play-within-a-play" technique in his dramatic works.

Jiang Shiquan (1725-1785) is one of the famous dramatists in the history of the
legendary development of Kunshan accent in the Qing Dynasty. His drama
creations began in the 16th year of Qianlong (1751) and ended in the 46th year
of Qianlong (1781). Lots of literati and scholars in ancient times have made
extremely high evaluations of his operas. However, what is not commensurate
with Jiang Shiquan’s literary achievements and status is that since 1949, the
research on Jiang Shiquan’s literary creations has been very weak, and there
has been a bias in interpretation. Therefore, this thesis intends to make an
objective evaluation of Jiang Shiquan's works through the study of the "play-
within-a-play" technique.

The research scope of the thesis covers the sixteen existing dramas of Jiang
Shigquan, including the Nine Chinese Opera Anthology of Cang Yuan, which has
been extensively studied by scholars, as well as Lushan Meeting, Picture of
Caiqgiao and Caishiji three types and Xijiang Zhugu four species. The thesis will
summarize the arrangement of the "play-within-a-play" technique of different
types of internal dramas in dramas which were created by Jiang Shiquan and
focus on the interspersed mode of internal dramas in Jiang Shiquan's "play-
within-a-play" technique, analyze and explore the different characteristics and
functions embodied in different interspersed modes. On the basis of his 16



existing dramas, the thesis will analyze the role of his “play-within-a-play”
technique and explores the narrative art of his works.

Based on Jiang Shiquan's plays, this dissertation comprehensively analyzes the
“play-within-a-play” technique through comprehensive literature research,
interdisciplinary research and comparative research, and strives to gain an in-
depth understanding of Jiang Shiquan's creative ideas, opera structure and
historical value through a comprehensive analysis of the "play-within-a-play”
technique, which provides a new perspective for examining Jiang Shiquan's
opera creation and brings new vitality to the classical opera creation and
research.
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Teknik “lakonan dalam lakonan” merupakan cara pengaryaan drama tradisional
yang sering digunakan oleh penulis drama. Teknik pengaryaan ini dapat
meninggalkan petunjuk cerita yang memberikan kesan dramatik yang menarik
kepada penonton. Sebagai seorang penulis drama yang terkenal pada zaman
pertengahan Dinasti Qing, Jiang Shiquan (1725-1785) juga mahir
mengaplikasikan teknik ini dalam karyanya. Kajian ini bertujuan untuk lebih
memahami proposisi drama Jiang Shiquan, mengkaji dan menyelidik gaya
naratif dan prinsip penghasilan karya Jiang Shiquan dengan menganalisis teknik
“lakonan dalam lakonan” dalam karya dramanya.

Jiang Shiquan merupakan salah satu artis drama yang terkenal dalam sejarah
perkembangan opera Kunshan pada zaman Dinasti Qing. Penulisan drama dia
bermula pada tahun ke-16 sehingga tahun ke-46 pemerintahan Maharaja
Qianlong (1751-1781). Jiang Shiquan banyak menghasilkan drama yang
menerima sanjungan tinggi daripada artis drama yang lain. Namun begitu,
semenjak penubuhan Republik China, kajian terhadap hasil karya drama Jiang
Shiquan adalah kurang malahan bersifat subjektif. Justeru, kajian ini berhasrat
untuk memberikan penilaian yang objektif dengan mengkaji teknik “lakonan
dalam lakonan” dalam karya drama Jiang Shiquan.

Skop kajian ini meliputi 16 hasil karya drama Jiang Shiquan termasuk Sembilan
Opera Cina Cang Yuan, Perjumpaan di Lushan, tiga jenis opera Gambar
Mengutip Kayu, Caishiji, dan empat jenis Xijiang Zhugu. Kajian ini merumuskan
jenis-jenis teknik “lakonan dalam lakonan” dalam karya drama Jiang Shiquan.
Seterusnya, kajian ini juga menumpukan cara penerapan teknik “lakonan dalam
lakonan” dalam drama Jiang Shiquan bagi mengkaiji ciri dan fungsinya. Secara
lanjutnya, kajian ini menganalisis peranan dan gaya naratif teknik “lakonan
dalam lakonan” dalam karya drama Jiang Shiquan.
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Secara keseluruhannya, kajian ini menganalisis teknik “lakonan dalam lakonan”
berdasarkan karya drama Jiang Shiquan dengan menggunakan pendekatan
kajian artikel, pendekatan interdisiplin, pendekatan perbandingan dan
pendekatan yang lain-lain. Bukan itu sahaja, kajian ini berhasrat untuk mentafsir
konsep penghasilan drama, struktur drama dan juga nilai sejarah drama dalam
hasil karya Jiang Shiquan. Kajian ini juga berharap untuk memberikan perspektif
baharu dalam pentafsiran karya drama Jiang Shiquan dan memberikan daya
hidup kepada penghasilan dan penyelidikan karya drama klasik.
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