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Merambong shoal in Johor Straits, near Forest City, has 12 species of seagrass. — Photos: THOMAS YONG/The Star

-Merambong seagrass bed
playground for marine life

By MOHD FARHAAN SHAH
farhaan@thestar.com.my

MEASURING 26.3ha between
Johor and Singapore and located
along the Johor Straits near
Gelang Patah, the Merambong

M| shoal seagrass bed is the largest
in Peninsular Malaysia.

Universiti Putra Malaysia’s
(UPM) Faculty of Agriculture lec-
turer Prof Dr Muta Harah
Zakaria said the healthy seagrass
was an indicator that marine life
in the area was thriving.

n “This is a very exciting devel-
n | opment for researchers such as
myself and environmentalists
because the Merambong shoal
seagrass bed is thriving even
with the development taking
place at Forest City, which is just
a stone’s throw away.

“The Merambong shoal does
not only have thriving seagrass,
but it is also home to various
flora and fauna of its own, and
other marine lifeforms.

“There are ahout 17 species of
seagrass identified all around
the world, and 12 of those spe-
cies can be found right here in
the Merambong shoal, which is
unique,” she told StarMetro.

Prof Muta Harah said among
the species of seagrass found at
;| the site were Enhalus acoroides,
Thalassia hemprichii, Halophila
major, Halophila minor,
Halophila ovalis, Halophila spinu-
losa, Halophila decipiens,

d | Halodule pinifolia, Halodule unin-
ervis, Cymodecea serrulata,
Halophila beccarii and Halophila
-‘ nipponica.

This was not the case in 2015
when she and her team of
researchers from UPM started
* | their research into the seagrass
bed and the number of marine

Dugong, seahorse among species thriving at growing
site, dispelling fear of nearby development’s impact
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Prof Muta Harah (second from right) showing the various seagrasses
that can be found at Merambong shoal to some students.

life there.

The seagrass bed was only
15ha then when the Forest City
project started, the professor
noted.

She said her team was grateful
to Country Garden Pacific View
(CGPV), the developer of Forest
City, for wanting to ensure there
was an ecosystem balance
between infrastructure develop-
ment and environmental sus-
tainability at the project site.

Based on such commitment,
Prof Muta Harah said both par-
ties established a strategic part-
nership in preserving and con-
serving the seagrass ecosystemm.

“It is true that initially this
shoal area was affected and this

worried the local fishermen as

there were less marine lifeforms.

“But through the CGPV and
UPM collaboration, we succeed-
ed in restoring the volume and
area of the Merambong shoal in
phases from 2015 until now.

“Based on our efforts and
study, the seagrass can expand
even further,” said Prof Muta
Harah.

After almost 10 years of
research and cultivation, there
are over 100 marine species
now, she highlighted.

She said the research team
took samples back to the labora-
tory from the Merambong shoal.

“When we found the seagrass
seed can grow, we carried out
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Prof Muta Harah showing the fruit
of seagrass.

replanting at some of the areas
within the shoal,” she said.

She added that the seagrass
roots could extend as deep as
three metres.

Prof Muta Harah, who is pro-
ject leader, said among the sea
creatures that made the area
their habitat were dugong, star-
fish, sea cucumber, spotted sea-
horse and various species of fish.

“Having the dugong present in
the Merambong shoal is some-
thing that gives us great hope as
it is a protected species.

“When it is high tide, the
mammal will swim into the area
and eat the seagrass.

“During low tide, we can actu-
ally see the dugong’s feeding



