Blind spot detection a winning shot

entrepreneurial mindset.
Team leader Aaron Raj Bhatti
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AN innovative project that
addresses critical road safety
issues led Team Asia Pacific
University of Technology &
Innovation (APU) to victory in
the “Shell Selamat Sampai
Varsity Challenge”.

The Guardian Defense Unit
(G.D.U) project, said the team,
focuses on preventing accidents
and reducing injury severity in
motorcycle transportation.

The G.D.U, a motorcycle rear
blind spot detection system, was
inspired by a real-life accident.

The project uses a Robotic
Operating System (ROS) to cre-
ate a framework integrated
with a 2D Light Detection and
Ranging (LiDAR) module placed
on top of the motorcycle’s num-
her plate.

“The project was inspired by
an accident I experienced.
Hence, we worked on a project
to help mitigate potential acci-
dents for other road users,” he
said in a press release.

The team received a cash prize
of RM10,000, individual champi-
on medals, and a champion tro-
phy for their effort.

Lau said winning the Shell
challenge was a remarkable
achievement that had signifi-
cantly enhanced the team mem-
bers’ knowledge and skills.

“This victory showcases their
adeptness in addressing real-
world challenges, emphasising
not just technical proficiency
but also critical problem-solving
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Varsity Challenge”, which began
with a video proposal submis-
sion, involved a 12-week project
development phase, a virtual
boot camp, and judging sessions.

The theme focused on lever-
aging STEM to address road
safety challenges.

Team APU competed against
finalist teams from Universiti
Malaya, Universiti Putra
Malaysia, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia and
Universiti Teknikal Malaysia
Melaka to emerge champion.



